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Day of Remembrance Service
Scripture Lesson: ISAIAH 40:28–31

Janet Fletcher Rich

Have you not known? Have you not heard? The Lord is an everlasting
God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint or grow weary,
his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and
strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the
young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not
be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. Amen
Reflections

Day of Remembrance

Matthias Krier

Reflections On All those Affected by COVID 19
In March 2020, churches across this conference suspended in-person
worship and began a journey to share the Good News of Jesus, the Christ
in new ways. It was a year of struggle and fear of the unknown. A year of
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accepting some things would never be the same. A year of suffering, loss
and grief. Over 560,000 people in the United States have died from the
Covid-19 virus since the pandemic began. Today we take this moment
together to remember those lives lost, and honor their memories. Let us
take a few moments in silence:

Amen.
Chuck Kestle:
I am the resurrection and I am life. Those who believe in me, even though
they die, yet shall they live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall
never die. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and
the last. I died, and behold I am alive for evermore, and I hold the keys to
hell and death. Because I live, you shall live also. Amen.
Matthias
Although we come together in grief, acknowledging our human loss during

this pandemic, may God grant us grace, that in pain we may find comfort,
in sorrow hope, and in death resurrection. Today we also honor all of those
who endured hardship, and sacrificed their personal safety to carry us
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safely through the pandemic: health care workers, teachers and all school
staff, custodians, bus drivers, postal workers, food supply workers, first
responders, police and firefighters, and so many more. We acknowledge so
many who suffered at home, and their caregivers.
We will now have a reading from the Psalms by Janet with the theme of
Thanksgiving for Recovery from Grave Illness:
Psalm 30:1-5 NRSV
Janet Fletcher Rich
Thanksgiving for Recovery from Grave Illness
1 I will extol you, O LORD, for you have drawn me up, and did not let my
foes rejoice over me. 2 O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you
have healed me. 3 O LORD, you brought up my soul from Sheol, restored
me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 4 Sing praises to the
LORD, O you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name. 5 For his
anger is but for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may linger for
the night, but joy comes with the morning. Amen.
Genesis 1:10-12 NRSV
Chuck Kestle
God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together
were called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind
on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind
bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good.
Genesis 2:9 In the fertile land, the LORD God grew every beautiful tree
with edible fruit, and also he grew the tree of life in the middle of the garden
and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Dedication of Tree(s):

Matthias Krier

Whether we plant trees or donate money to have them planted, trees are
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recognized as symbols of life and healing throughout the Bible. From the
tree of life in Genesis, to Revelation bringing healing for the nations. So we
plant trees for the glory of God, as a reminder that in life or death, for
nothing can separate us from the love of God revealed in Jesus Christ our
Lord. We also dedicate ourselves to the service of God, honoring the
memory of those who have passed, and what they meant to us, all they
cared for and all they loved. Through our words and actions may God’s
love take root in our lives, blossom and grow, sustained in and through the
love you give each one of us.
Prayer of thanksgiving and remembrance… Creator God, as your breath
of creation blows gently across the face of the earth, We are reminded our
world is ever changing, forming anew as life changes and the world
evolves.
As time passes, we see your creation give birth, live life, and die all around
us. We participate in each breath measuring our own mortality and
witnessing each heartbeat of nature.
Today we grieve the leaves of passing. The lives of those who have gone
before us with whom we no longer can hold hands, hug, laugh with, or talk
to. We feel loss in our lives though we know they remain with us in our
hearts and in the great cloud of witness that surrounds us and moves as
freely as your Holy Spirit among all of creation.

We take this moment to reflect, in the peace of this place, on those who
have joined with you in your heavenly kin-dom and lift their names in
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prayer. If you know of someone who has passed due to COVID or
someone who is suffering long term consequences from this disease, feel
free to lift up their names at this time:
Closing Words: In this sacred place, we recognize the presence of their
spirit and dedicate the trees in loving memory of those who have died. We
dedicate these trees where new life may abide, a place where peace is
present, and for all to find renewal. May this too be a garden of seasons
where we can witness God’s creation and participate in all stages of life.
Let creation’s beauty bless this planting and sanctify this land that God’s
amazing wonders may continue to bless all with the breath of creation.
AMEN.
May we remember … and may we prepare for the Sacrament of Holy
Communion in singing:
Hymn of Preparation # 707
Hymn of Promise
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_jXQTYLBoUc
*
If you wish to donate to the planting of trees, make your check out to
Aldersgate UMC and we will be sure that Flathead Camp gets your
donation.
Heather Marsh
Aldersgate UMC
1621 Thornton Ave.
Butte, MT 59701
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