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22: Dave Andersen & Mary Harsh 

26: Ron & Nancy Cass 

A “Learnin’” 

   When I was a young boy and got myself in trouble, my 
grandmother was often someone I could talk to about my 
troubles without being judged.  She would listen and then 
tell me that I needed to stop being ashamed, embarrassed or 
disheartened but to chalk it all up as “a ‘learnin’” (a learning 
moment”)   God often visits us with ‘learnin’” moments and 

just when I think I’ve had quite enough of them for one life-time, God decides 
differently and sends yet another. 
   Thursday morning I was at the Montana Legislature House Judiciary Commit-
tee testifying against yet another anti-immigrant bill.  Essentially, the bill would 
make it illegal for towns to offer sanctuary to undocumented immigrants 
through the levying of  sizable fines and by withholding state funds allocated 
for local governments.  It was similar to other bills this session which focus on 
“outsiders” as potential enemies.  Such legislation is based on fear and hatred of 
those whom we don’t know or understand.  My testimony referred to the statue 
outside the Montana State Capitol of former territorial governor Thomas    
   Meagher, an Irish immigrant who served the Union army during the civil war.  
He was also an Irish patriot who fought against British rule of Ireland.  I noted 
that my great grandfather, William Thomas Rowse, came to Montana as a miner 
when the tin mines played out in Cornwall.  I said that Montana has flourished 
under the leadership of immigrants and that it is wrong to make it harder.  I also 
noted that the surest way to turn Butte into a “sanctuary city” would be to make 
it illegal – a comment that brought a rare moment of levity to the proceedings. 
   I was, to be sure, very prepared to dislike the politician who brought the anti-
immigrant bill.  I found myself looking at him with no small amount of distain 
over the motives behind his attempt to encourage more paranoia and hatred in 
our state and country.  I even decided that his neck tie was garish and unattrac-
tive.   After the hearing I sat outside in the busy hallway and watched as this                           
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 Thank you to 
Carol Orr  for 

sponsoring the 
April Saturday 
ads in the Mon-

tana Standard.  
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Mountain View/Trinity  
United Methodist Women 

   The UMW met March 2, at Linda McElroy’s 
for a no host lunch. Thank you, Linda, for 
providing delicious Blarney Stones for dessert.  
Carolyn opened the meeting with readings from 
the prayer calendar and Ephesians.  We said a 
prayer and firmed up plans for our annual St. 
Patrick’s Day party at the Social Development 
Center.  Instead of a program we worked on 
our annual budget and scheduling for the  year.  
Instead of going to quarterly meetings, we de-
cided to meet every month but January and Au-
gust and possibly February.   
   Our next meeting will be April 6, with a 
pasty lunch at The Springs Community Center.  
Shirley O’Neil and Betty Banderob will help 
serve.    
   Susannah’s will meet at Annie’s on March 21 
at 11:30. 
   Ladies, please join us at both. 
Respectfully submitted,   

If you would like to give a dona�on 

toward flowers for Easter Sunday in 

memory or honor of someone, 

please include the informa�on with 

your check.  You may drop it in the 

offering plate or bring it by the 

church office. 
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This certificate is presented to 

 
Butte Aldersgate UMC 

 
In recognition of your support for the  

mission and ministries of the 
 

Yellowstone Annual Conference 
of  the 

United Methodist Church 
 

By contributing 100% of your  
Conference Mission Shares 

Because of your generous 

support, our Aldersgate 

family has once again 

contributed 100% to our 

commitment of the con-

ference appor�onments 

(or Mission Shares).  

Many thanks to all of you 

who helped make this 

happen. 
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April 14 
7:00 AM 

   Doors open at 6:30 am.  A breakfast featur-

ing egg casserole, continental breakfast items 

with coffee, tea and juice will be served at a 

cost of $8 per person. The guest speaker is 

Pastor Dave Andersen.  Please RSVP by calling 

the church, 782-2425 or Marilyn at 494-2559 

by Tuesday, April 12. 

 We’ll  be  having   
 the annual egg hunt   
 for  the  children    
 on Easter Sunday.    
 If you would like to 

donate wrapped candy, please be sure 
it’s small enough to fit in the eggs 
and because of allergies, nut-free. 

Piatigorsky Concert 
April 6 

2:30 The Springs 
6:30 Aldersgate 

Featuring: K. Donner, mezzo-soprano 
                 N. Shaneyfelt, piano 
 

Generously sponsored by  
Dr. David Andersen 

Dr. Mary Harsh 
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man greeted his friends and supporters.  I’m quite sure I had an unpleasant scowl on my 
face.  Then came the “learnin’.   Somewhere out of the noisy crowd I heard a child’s 
voice cry out “Papa!!”   I saw a little girl of four or five  trying to make her way through 
the forest of big legs and bodies that were blocking her way to her “Papa”.  She was car-
rying her mother’s big purse and Mom was struggling to keep up with her little girl 
through the crowd.  Eventually she found her Papa, the legislator I was busily trying to 
dislike in every way possible.  It was clear that in her little eyes, the sun rose and set on 
this man.  She called out with delight  “Papa, are you done yet?  Can we go?”   He bent 
down and hugged her and said “Papa’s done now.  We can go.”   Suddenly my eyes 
filled with tears as I absorbed yet another “learnin’”.   I had just received a Facebook 
link from my friend Wilmot Collin who was celebrating his daughter’s 25th birthday.  
She is in the Navy.  Wimot and his wife are both in the National Guard.  They are immi-
grants from Liberia.  I remember when Wilmot’s little girl would light up like a candle 
when she saw her daddy.  I really hope these two men can meet some day and talk about 
their daughters and what really binds them across the artificial barriers of race, culture 
and fear.  As for me, I was given one of those learnin’s that stops us in our tracks when 
we think we are justified in our judgements and condemnations.   May we all begin to 
see each other like a little child who sees her “Papa”.  May we all begin to see each oth-
er with eyes of love and grace. 
 
Love and prayers, Dave 


