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“And now let us welcome the New Year, full of things  

that have never been.” –Rainer Maria Rilke 

This quote by Rainer Maria Rilke speaks to me as I write this news-

le&er ar'cle the morning we go to press. We welcome the new year 

as we would welcome someone into our homes and our lives. We 

offer our best hospitality to the new year as it presents itself. It is a 

new thing—a new crea'on, full of things that have never been and 

only have existed in the vast imagina'on of our Amazing God. We too are made new in 

Christ every 'me we renew our loving rela'onship with God and acknowledge the presence 

of Christ in our hearts. Being made new calls us to a par'cular way of living—a new way. 
 
In his ministry, Jesus taught his disciples the Way of Life which included the tradi'ons of the 

Jewish people but also included new ways of being in rela'onship with God and the world 

around them. Jesus taught them how to be faithful in their context, made new in God, say-

ing, “No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls away 

from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine into old 

wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; 

but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins” (Mark 2:21-22). The Apostle Paul taught this 

truth as well saying, “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new crea'on: everything old has 

passed away; see, everything has become new!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
 
This truth begs us to ask ourselves individually and to ask our church body as a whole: What 

do we need to let go of / release / forgive in order to welcome new life? To welcome Christ 

and Christ’s Way into our lives? How can we reimagine with God our Chris'an tradi'ons so 

we can speak into our context where we have been planted? 
 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church is on a pilgrimage into new territory to define our core 

message and our vision. Because we are a community of believers, we go on this journey 

together. It would be so easy for one or two people to write a core message and present it 

on a Sunday morning; however, that is not the process of a faithful body of Christ. We need 

each other. We are all here for a reason and all of your voices ma&er. 

BIRTHDAYS 
     02: Laura Hash   17: Russell Robertson 

     13: Donnie Fisher   18: Doris Jenkins 

     16: Jerry Bechtle    20: Kathie Johnson 

     17: Chase Lubick   20: Sharon Smith 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

02: Steven & Emily Keckler 
11: Ed & Norma Pangburn 

  (Cont’d on next page) 



 

A working group has begun the work of naming the need for a core message and vision. 

The next step is to hear the stories of the people that make up the family of Aldersgate. I 

invite you to begin considering the ques'ons:  

(1) What brought you to Aldersgate? 

(2) What do you hope to see for its future? 
 
Throughout Lent (mid-February thru March), we will be having small group get-togethers 

to spend 'me together and to get to know each other more. Sign-ups will be available 

soon, and I encourage you to consider hos'ng one and, for sure, par'cipa'ng in one be-

cause all of you ma&er. Your stories ma&er. You are a part of this ever-expanding family 

here at Aldersgate. Only together can we live into this new way God is calling our church 

to live. 
 
I pray blessings on this family of Aldersgate and our community in 2018. Here’s to the 

process of becoming new together! 
 
Rev. Melissa 

  Thank you to 
the Mt. View/
Trinity UMW 

for sponsoring 
the January 

Montana Standard  
Saturday ads.  
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In loving memory of 
Cecelia Parrett 

from Lee Parrett 
 

(continued from the front page) 
Our Newest Committee Members 

(Approved at the December 
Church Charge Conference) 

Youth Group 
News 

      
   December saw us  
playing Christmas 

games and serving our neighbors.    
   On December 19, seven youth 
helped put on the SPARCS Christ-
mas Dinner and Dance.  The youth 
worked hard to serve 150-180 very 
special people and their helpers.  
We look forward to helping with 
future SPARCS dances.   
   We will meet from 6-8 pm on 1/7, 
1/21, and 2/4 for fun and fellow-
ship at the church.  We also hope 
to do some sledding soon!      
   Questions?  Contact Jill Graff at 
491-1650 or jillgraff@gmail.com. 

     It’s 'me to start saving items for our annu-

al “Early Spring” Rummage Sale.  The date is 

February 3, and will be here before you know 

it!  We’ll need help with set-up the day be-

fore, as well as on the day of the sale.  As al-

ways, no clothes please. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

     The Sandwich Ministry meets each month 

on the first Wednesday at 10:00 am to pre-

pare sack lunches for the needy.  Approxi-

mately 100 sandwiches are made.  If you can 

help please join them at Aldersgate in the 

church kitchen. 

For more informa'on, contact: 

Theresa Hubbard, 723-6244 

Administrative Council Chairperson 

Bonnie Canty 

 

Barnabas 

Cherilyn Lambert 
 

Education 

Sylvia Marcum  -  chairperson 

Jill Graff  -  youth group director 
Sheryl Tremis 

Shirley O’Neil 
Hazel Duddy 

Cheryl McLaughlin 

Coreen Hash 

 

Finance 

Bill Rhoads 

 

Lay Leadership (Nominations) 
Wilma Puich 

Arlene Timmer 
Sheryl Tremis 

Member/Nurture 

Debbie Higbie  -  co/chairperson 

Riley Lubick 

 

Mission 

Emily Keckler 
 

SPRC 

Mark Dahl 
Debbie Fisher 
Trudi Olson 

 

Trustees 

Natalie Deringer 
Bruce Schuelke  -  chairperson 

 

Worship 

Sharon Smith 



CHURCH ETIQUETTE 
 
Church etiquette has changed over the years.  When I was growing up attending church was a much more sol-
emn experience.  When you entered the sanctuary, you were escorted to a pew by an usher, there was no talking, 
if you were bold you might nod at the person sitting next to you.  There was no passing the peace, no smiles, no 
feeling of home and frankly little warmth. 
 
At Aldersgate we have created a different environment.  People are coming earlier and earlier to visit, share, 
hug, smile and enjoy each other’s company.  Welcome Home to Aldersgate is more than a motto, it is truth. 
 
All that being true, we still need good manners.  We need to treat each other with respect, with courtesy and  
we need to acknowledge the hard work of the worship team and Pastor in providing us with a service.  We do 
not interrupt, monopolize the announcements, carry on side conversations with our spouse during the service 
and we never, ever, answer our cell phone and carry on a conversation during the service.  Such conduct is  
disrespectful of the church family, the Pastor, the worship team and the purpose in being present in church on 
Sunday morning. 
 
The fact is that your cell phone should be left in the car, turned off, or silenced when you enter the sanctuary.  
As many of you know I carry a cell phone for emergencies as a County Disaster Officer.  On those occasions 
when something has occurred, and the 911 Dispatch Center has called during the service I have never answered 
the call in the sanctuary.  It is just not acceptable, and answering your phone to make lunch plans will never be 
acceptable conduct. 
 
In the future please remember to turn off or silence your cell phone before the beginning of the service.   
 
My mother used to say good manners are the grace that makes human interaction work.  Please use good  
manners. 
 
Brad L. Belke 
Lay Leader 


