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At Aldersgate Our Children are Our Priority.

After I wrote the title to this article I stopped and wondered
whether that statement really needed to be repeated or whether
it was so obvious I was just wasting words. After all last year
Leadership led most of the congregation through a period of
reflection, in groups both large and small, where we identified
our youth as a family (Aldersgate) priority. And how could we do anything different, every family knows that the children are our best hope for the future.
Even as we completed the process of establishing our priorities Pastor Melissa,
Jill Graff and numerous others kick-started our Youth program into gear and began establishing a program we could be proud of as a family.

01: Nancy Cass
06: Elaine Schnell
09: Debbie Fisher
09: Joyce Kuecks
16: Phylis Rice
18: Cookie Jordan*
21: Alice Peterson*

22: Melissa Engel
23: Dan Lambert*
24: Dorothea Vail
27: Sherry Sullivan*
27: Diana Surman*
28: Sheryl Tremis
29: Ryley McLaughlin*

22: Dave Andersen & Mary Harsh
22: Michael & Melissa Engel
26: Ron & Nancy Cass

If you were present in church last month for Youth Sunday you saw firsthand
just how successful the program has become and you had to wonder just how
successful the program can become if it is nurtured properly. One of the things I
witnessed was how comfortable the youth, across the age spectrum, were with
each other, and if I required one word to describe what I observed, that word
would be family.
We all know how the World has changed since we were teens, and if you have
the stomach to watch the news you know that the issues our children face every
day make the concerns we faced as teens pale by comparison. I cannot put a
price on the value of having a family Christian relationship linking our youth, for
spiritual, emotional, moral and physical support at church, at school, and in the
community. The fact is that we, you and I, are creating the next generation of
members at Aldersgate, the next leaders of our family, our hope for better things
to come.
(continued on next page)

If you need any further evidence of the Youth program’s success, find an adult
serving as a mentor in the Confirmation program, and talk to them about what
they have observed, and the relationship they have built with the teen they are
currently mentoring. Having talked too many of the adult mentors, I can tell
you that they are getting as much or more out of the Confirmation program as
the teen they are mentoring, all while establishing new vibrant relationships
with youth and letting them know that they are a vital part of our Family.
So why am I telling you this? Simple, we want to continue to build on our
success with the Youth program and the fact is we have reached the point where
a handful of volunteers, even a volunteer as dedicated as Jill has been in directing the program, has maxed out. The fact is that we need to hire a part time
Youth Director, someone who can dedicate 20 to 30 hours every week to the
program and our children, developing programs, nurturing relationship, educating and expanding our outreach into the community. The good news is that as
Leadership has explored this proposal, our current volunteer youth director, Jill
Graff, has indicated that she is very interested in the position, and willing to
start in April.
So why am I telling you this? Simple, we need to pay for it. Ever y member of the family knows that kids are expensive, and ours will be no exception.
And of course our budget was adopted in October of last year and doesn’t provide for the approximately $18,000 (taxes, withholding included) this position
will cost per year. So that means that you and I will have to pay for it, if we
want to nurture the program and take it to the next level. The question is pretty
simple, can we afford a Youth Director?
So here is the good news. Ever ybody likes a winner. As Leader ship began
the discussion on a Youth Director we began receiving commitments from
members of our family to fund the program. I think it is pretty obvious you are
backing a winner, when before the Leadership at Aldersgate even decides
whether or not to hire a Youth Director, that we have received pledges that exceed two-thirds of the first year salary. God is good, all the time.
(continued on next page)

What is Mountain View Social Development Center?
In 1981 Pastor Bob Craver and his wife Donna, parents of 2 boys with developmental
disabilities saw the need in our community for a senior day program for persons
with developmental disabilities. Thus, with the help of the Methodist Church,
Mountain View Social Development Center was born. To this day the heart of our
Program remains with the Methodist Church as our Non-proﬁt 501 C-3 status stays
with Aldersgate.
Starting with 4 individuals in services, today we have 33 and have grown into a day
activity program for all adults with developmental disabilities who meet the criteria.
Funding comes through the state of Montana
Department of Public Health and Human Services Developmental Disabilities
Program, United Way, donations and memorials. Our Board of Directors is made up
of members of Aldersgate Church, parents of persons with Developmental Disabilities
and Persons with Developmental Disabilities.
The United Methodist Women are a blessing!! Two times a year they share their great
cooking, their time, and best of all, themselves, when they put on our Halloween and
Saint Patrick’s Day parties. A big Thank You to them! and we hope they know how
much it truly means to all of us clients and staﬀ.
You have all heard the phrase “Don’t Judge a Book by its cover”. I say don’t judge a
person by their disability. It’s amazing what we can see in not only ourselves but
others when we just take the time to really look.
Lisa Kopp
Executive Director, MVSDC

The youth had a great time sharing about service during
Youth Sunday in February. Thank you for all of the support
that was shown our young people during that service. We are
now gearing up for a spring retreat and our first annual summer mission trip. Please join us after worship on Palm Sunday
(April 14) for Easter egg decorating and a bake sale. We are
also excited to host brunch during the Variety Show on Holy Humor Sunday
(April 28) following worship. The youth are staying busy and growing in so many
ways through Sunday School, Youth Group, TGIM, and Confirmation. If you are
interested in assisting at any youth event or if you have questions, please contact
Jill Graff (491-1650; jillgraff@gmail.com).

Mountain View/Trinity United Methodist Women
The UMW met at the church on March7 for a pizza lunch and to make Blarney
Stones for the bake sale. We did not have a regular meeting or program, as the
Blarney Stones used up most of the afternoon.
We would like to thank all of you for helping to make the bake sale a great success. The funds raised go to local charities and the church, and we are happy to be
able to give freely.
We held the St. Patrick's party for the clients and staff of the Mountain View Social
Development Center on March 15. This party is one of our favorite events of the
year.
The UMW will meet on April 4 at the rec room at Columbus Plazase Flynn VP at
noon. Betty Banderob is hostess and Joyce has the program..
Susannah's will meet at Annies at 11:30 on April 16. Ladies are welcome.
Respectfully submitted
Louise Flynn VP

Paying it Forward. There is something else I need to tell you. I need to tell
you a story, a true story, one with a happy ending. Like all good stories it
began with….
Once upon a time, a long time ago (the 1960’s) there was a teen age girl in
Butte, her name was Shirley Permann. Shirley was born Catholic and someone,
we don’t know who, invited Shirley to a youth meeting at Aldersgate, and what
Shirley found there was a family. Soon Shirley was inviting her biological family and her friends to Aldersgate, some of whom became members and attended
the remainder of their lives.
Shirley grew up and ended up in California working as a nurse, but when time
came to retire she returned home to Butte and her family at Aldersgate. Last
June Shirley lost her battle with cancer and went to her eternal home.
So why am I telling you this? Sixty year s ago the Youth progr am at Aldersgate that Shirley attended as a teen changed her life and she never forgot the
spiritual, emotional, and moral lessons that she learned as a part of a church
family where youth were the priority. Relationships so important that when she
passed she left the majority of her estate to Aldersgate for the refurbishment of
the church .
So why am I telling you this? The str ucture at Aldersgate is aging and as we
already know keeping the structure in good repair and operational is becoming a
bigger financial burden every year. It also requires that a significant time commitment is necessary from the members working on and repairing the church,
time that could frankly be better spent on the mission of the church. With the
money we received from Shirley we can “refurbish” (Shirley’s word) the structure and plant at Aldersgate and spend our money and time on mission, not repairs.
So here is the good news. Because of Shir ley’s gift to her family at Aldersgate we had the funds to pay off the parsonage debt after less than a year of
payments, so that money can be refocused to mission. It means that I don’t
have to come to you and ask for $52,000, for a new roof for the gym, or money
(continued on next page)

for a good sound system. What it means is that we have the funds available to
cover the repairs and refurbishment necessary to prepare our building for our
mission, into the foreseeable future.
Paying It Forward. What I am asking you for today is your financial
support for the creation of a Youth Director position, so that we can continue
to nurture and grow a vibrant, meaningful, life, changing the youth program
here at Aldersgate. What I am asking is, that when Leadership comes asking
next month you will find that youth are a priority in our family, and write a
check, over and above your tithe, to help fund the new position.
Brad Belke, Lay Leader

We’ll be having our annual egg hunt for the
children on Easter Sunday at 9:45am.
Easter Worship will follow at 10:30am
If you would like to donate plas9c eggs, or
candy, please bring them to the Church Oﬃce.
If you are bringing candy, please make sure that it is
wrapped, and small enough to ﬁt inside the eggs.

Because of allergies ALL candy needs to be
nut-free. Thank you.

April’s Trumpet Call
Cal
Thank you to Mt. View/Trinity
UMW for hosting the newsletter
for April

If you would like to give a
donation towards flowers for
Easter Sunday in memory or
honor of someone, please include
the information with your check.
You may drop it in the offering
plate on Sunday’s or bring it by
the church office.
April
Coffee Hour Hosts
April 7—Nominations
April 14—Missions
April 21—No Coffee Hour
April 28—Ad Council

The Saturday ads in the
Mt. Standard for
April are sponsored by
Mt.View/TrinityUMW.
Thank you for all

Gloria Wolcott
March 2, 2019
Verna
Jozovich
March 8, 2019
May they Rest
in Peace.

Variety Show has been
rescheduled for Holy Humor
Sunday, April 28th after
worship.
Youth will be raising funds
for their summer mission
trip by serving Brunch!

As seen in the Montana Standard:
March 29, 2019 Insights Article
If you were to draw a picture of a church, what would you
draw? At first, I would draw a building with a steeple and a
church bell. My home church in Illinois had a church bell
that the kids (including me) would take turns ringing. Perhaps I would draw a
nice big lawn for people to enjoy and where kids can run and play. Perhaps I
would draw a community garden for folks in the community to grow food that is
healthy together. All of these things are a part of church. But what is “church”
really?
Do you remember that childhood rhyme: “Here is the church. Here is the steeple. Open the doors and see all the people. Close the doors and hear them pray.
Open the doors and they all walk away”? My theology tells me that the church I
draw on my paper is the people. The people are the Church. The neighborhood,
the community, is the parish. To be the Church, we must be engaged in the community with our neighbors. When I think about the Church as the people and the
parish as the neighborhood, I remember the childhood songs I used to sing while
watching “Sesame Street” (“Who are the people in your neighborhood?”) and
“Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood” (“Won’t you be my neighbor?”). As a Christian
and a United Methodist, I am specifically called to my neighbors and I am
called to love them, no matter who they are.
As Spring emerges, even though winter could return at any second, there is an
excitement that comes with the thaw and we are seeing our neighbors emerge
from their homes to greet the welcomed warmth. I wonder, do we know our
neighbors? Are we taking the time to be a part of one another’s lives? Do we
know each other beyond the signs we put up in our windows and yards at election time? My hope is that today we take the time to build relationships and
know and love our neighbors well.
Blessings to all,
+Rev. Melissa Engel, MDiv.

