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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

MOUNTAIN VIEW/TRINITY UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The UMW met on June 4, at Georgetown Lake for our annual fun day. Linda
McElroy was our hostess and we really enjoyed visiting. The weather was great
and so was the food. Thanks Linda! We do not meet in July so our next meeting
will be our annual retreat at Georgetown Lake on August 8, Carolyn, Linda and
Louise will be providing lunch and we hope you will join us. Please let us know
at least 2 or 3 days ahead so we are sure to bring enough food. Bring a devotion
to share with all.
We have decided to not meet for Susannah's until fall.
Once again, thanks to all the wonderful people who are calling, sending cards,
etc. You are all truly angels.
Respectfully submitted

Louise Flynn VP

TRUMPET CALL
July 2020
ALDERSGATE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
1621 Thornton Ave., Butte – 782782-2425

I was reading Pastor Sue’s article from the May
Trumpet Call newsletter and was struck with the
phrase she used, “What’s next, Lord?” I thought I
could piggyback on that a bit because it fits so well
right now for the church community and for me as I
begin my appointment at Aldersgate UMC as of July
1st. That question really hits home as we all contemplate, “What’s next, Lord?” We are living in an unprecedented time
not only with the coronavirus but with an opportunity to truly make a difference as a church in seeking justice for ALL of God’s children! For
centuries, African Americans have been abused, tortured and murdered.
My heart aches for not only the family of George Floyd, but for the hundreds and thousands who have been victimized by hatred and violence.
As a white privileged male, it is so difficult to wrap my head around what
African Americans have been going through for centuries. I have tried
not to judge another when I have no justification for doing so. A quote
that I have treasured for decades since my first visit to an Indian Reservation back in 1991 is this: “Do not criticize (or judge) another, until you
have walked a mile in another’s moccasins.” I am looking forward to
sharing the journey with you all and the struggle of what it means to be a
follower of Jesus during these unprecedented times. As I finish packing
(at the time of this writing) and will soon be unpacking at the church and
at the parsonage, I will be pondering this question as I settle into the
Butte community:
“What’s next, Lord!”
Grace & peace,
Matthias
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A New Day is Dawning.
When we began this journey together last June, I doubt anyone could have
foreseen how successful we would be and how much we would accomplish.
And in the middle of a pandemic, which none of us even guessed was a possibility, and which barely slowed us down. In the last year we, as the faith
community at Aldersgate, have:
1. Renovated a large portion of Aldersgate preparing it for the next 50 years
of service. The entire basement has been transformed for our use with fresh
paint, a new nursery, youth rooms and a conference facility. Every window in
the church has been replaced with state-of-the-art energy efficient glass, and
there is new carpet, new office equipment/furniture and other major improvements throughout the building.
How can I thank everyone who helped? I scheduled work party after work
party and was always amazed at the turn out and hard work of so many members, and even simply good friends (Thanks to Dave Canty). People who
painted, cleaned, did lawn work, construction and remodeling. I can never
thank you all enough.
2. The new sound and video system plan has been finalized and work should
begin in June and be completed in July. This will include all new microphones and speakers, sound board, video broadcast ability, larger screens, recordings, and a state-of-the-art system for people with hearing issues. The new
system allows us to provide church services and special events by video to
members who cannot attend or if we are grounded for some other reason
(pandemic-winter storm) in the future.
3. The parsonage has been cleaned, painted, and remodeled. It is a testament
to what we can accomplish when we decide something needs to be done.
4. Attendance at services increased throughout 2019, as did giving and outreach into the community. We are meeting our financial needs despite the
pandemic. Aldersgate continues to be involved in the local community providing leadership, services, manpower, and a meeting place, as necessary.
5. We broadened member involvement in the worship service with 11 different people providing the message in the absence of a pastor. The Youth program is in place and soaring under Jill’s leadership and with your future involvement it is ready to continue growing and make the next step in shaping
our future.
6. The new nursery (with new attendants) opens Sunday June 28th, 2020 and
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What a June! Snow. Wind. Hot. Cold. Protests. Pandemic.
Yet, filled with so many blessings. During June, we welcomed several new youth into the youth program. We have
also welcomed a new adult leader - Chris Michaelis. Chris
is a preschool teacher at Kings Kids Preschool and is studying early childhood education at Western. We worked with
George Parrett again to plant flowers in front of the church.
We had time to reflect and discuss current events, community, and servanthood. And, of course, we were blessed
with time together laughing, playing, and snacking.
Our summer mission trip has been cancelled due to COVID-19, but we look forward to
summer 2021 and will focus our energy on our Butte community. We will clean up outside
around the church and neighboring areas, put together emergency kits for the homeless
and foster children, and deliver the remaining clothes collected in February to the Bulldog
Outfitters that is now open.
We meet on Monday evenings this summer from 6-8pm and have Zoom meetings on
Thursdays at
3:00. Our youth
program is open
to all youth
(Aldersgate associated or not) in
the 6th-12th
grades. If you
have ideas, questions, or concerns, please
contact Jill Graff
at 491-1650
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07: Keith & Julie Carlson
18: Glenn & Sue Gerry
20: Russ & Missy Robertson

Keeping an eye on things.
We would like to install some security cameras at the church, along the lines
of the units Costco sells. What we need is someone with the knowledge and
skills to volunteer their me to pick up and install the cameras. This would
allow us to monitor the in and outs at the church both during the week and
during the service. Any volunteers?

03: Jack Timmer
07: Lindsay Orr Young
09: Riley Hash
14: Barbara Aldredge
15: Dave Andersen
16: Addie Thomson
18: Jordan Richards
19: Nikki DeShazo
31: Katelyn Crummett Hoffman

06: Cindy Ruffner
09: Kathy Davis
10: LaVerne Henrich
14: Laura Weatherly
15: Mary Harsh
18: Jill Graff
19: Chuck Kestle
30: Karmen Blanthorn

July Trumpet Call
In Loving memory of
Georgia O’Donnell
From LaVerne Henrich

we have a waiting list of children ready to attend.
7. We have maintained our church staff throughout the pandemic, and welcome
Mary Blinn as our new accompanist. We also eagerly await Fred’s return from
his summer break, his work during the pandemic closure was incredible. All our
paid staff worked diligently both before and during the pandemic and we have
maintained all of our obligations at the church, conference and community. A
special thanks to Lara, Frankie, Heather, Ed, Fred, Mary, Jill and Vicki.
8. We provided services throughout the pandemic by internet and even celebrated a “drive by palming” on Palm Saturday where we handed out almost a hundred palms while practicing good social distancing.
9. We welcomed and sponsored the Bishop and Mountain Sky Cabinet to meetings at Aldersgate and hosted the area laity and clergy to dinner.
10. Aldersgate will have at least 5 voting members attending Annual Conference
this month, including one youth delegate. We usually only have one voting delegate, so this is a big deal.
11. We welcomed Pastor Sue McNicols to Aldersgate in January and helped prepare her for a future as a member of the clergy while benefitting from her guidance and wisdom.
12. Our various committees continued to meet through the year and provide for
the business of the church. Thank you to everyone who agreed to serve and especially to Bruce Schuelke with Trustees who was my able assistant (think Batman and Robin, Bruce as Robin) in the remodeling process.
13. Finally as most of you know we created the position of Deputy Lay Leader
last year at Aldersgate and Judy Reel, Terri Belke and Peggy Ryan accepted the
call to service. Their service during the last year has been incredible and has
been a large part of our success. They put together the membership call list with
Heather and made thousands of phone calls during the pandemic closure to try
and keep in touch with everyone and insure that everyone was safe and their
needs were met. There are no words.
In a few days Pastor Matthias Krier will be joining our faith community. Please
come and welcome him on Sunday July 5th, 2020 and in the days that follow if
you give him the same support and consideration you gave me during the last
year, our future at Aldersgate is bright and sure to be blessed.
Brad Belke
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10:00 AM Trumpet
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Join us.
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7:30 AM Women’s 4th
Day
6:30 PM Men’s 4th Day

There are a few more rules to
keep everyone safe, but we have
been open 3 Sundays now and
are glad to be Home at Aldersgate for worship.
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27

The Governor has declared
Phase II and we are open for
business/worship at Aldersgate.
We have modified the service,
eliminated most physical contact and are social distancing
and wearing masks during the
services.

19
10:30 Worship

26
10:30 Worship

WE ARE OPEN FOR
WORSHIP.

Brad Belke
Nursery Attendant
We have just about everything we need. We completed the
nursery and toddler’
toddler’s room at the church, and they are
ready to open. We stocked both rooms with supplies and
toys. We even have children that are ready to be cared for
in the new nursery. What we don’
don’t have is 2 nursery attendant(s). We found one full time and one substitute, but
need a second full time. We pay $25 a Sunday per attendant, and we would like 2 at all times. We will arrange
some training including CPR and Safe Sanctuaries as required by the Conference.
Brad Belke
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