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Mountain View/Trinity United Methodist Women
The UMW met on October 1, at the home of Evonne Holman. She served us
a very lovely lunch on the patio. Thanks Evonne.
Due to the increase in Covid-19 we will not be having our Non- bazaar fund
raiser in November, and may not meet again at all until next year. That is
also true for Susannah's Circle.
After lunch Lynn presented a program on stations of the cross. Thanks
Lynn, it was very interesting.
Respectfully submitted,
Louise Flynn VP

Last month I wrote about how much I
love autumn and all of a sudden, it is
winter! Ah, that explains why neighbors
and friends have been saying these
days, “Welcome to Butte “ since the
snow and cold have hit. Growing up in
South Dakota I am not unfamiliar with
“winters up north”. However, I have
learned over the years living in not only
South Dakota, but Minnesota, Alaska
and Colorado that “since I cannot always get the weather I like, I learn to
like the weather I get.” This is the source of being content: acceptance
of what is. It is difficult, however, to apply this to our current political climate. There are so many issues in our country where we need to come
together to alleviate suffering. Instead, partisan politics rules the day and
people continue to suffer all over the country for a wide variety of reasons which I will not go into here. I keep thinking about the children who
are still separated from their parents at the southern border. I cannot imagine being separated from my children in this fashion and wondering if
I will ever see them again.
No matter the outcome of this election, we need to come together and
care for those who are most vulnerable. WWJD (What Would Jesus Do)
reminds us day in and day out how different things would be if we as a
nation simply lived by the Golden Rule: “Do unto others as you would
have them to do unto you.” Imagine if everyone lived by this! What a different world it would be.
On another note, may we come together for four Sundays in November
as we offer our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service and our wit1
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ness during this Generous Giving Campaign. We are grateful for each
and everyone of you who can give what you can to help our church thrive
during this unprecedented time. Thank you for your generosity as you offer your gifts.
Grace, peace & harmony,
Matthias

Thank you to all that sent messages and cards after the sudden death of my
grand-niece, she was not only Aubreigh’s cousin, but best friend. And a
special thank you to Jill for the time she spent with Aubreigh. You are such
a giving congregation.
My deepest Thanks
Phylis

The Saturday ads in the
Mt. Standard for November
are sponsored in memory of
LeProwse Family from Bev
LeProwse
01: Ron Kuecks
06: Carol Rhoads
10: Cherilyn Lambert
20: Larry Davis
23: Bev LeProwse
26: Bob Tremis
29: Julie Kruger Tresidder

04: Jake Olson
06: Isla Rose Thomson
12: Kathy Bechtle
23: Carol Brown
25: Glenn Gerry
27: Mickey Quilici-Lawrence
30: Julie Brandon
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Growing up is hard; there are so many things
pulling us in so many directions and telling us
who we should be. We discussed putting others
before ourselves and contemplated how we use
screens to interact with others. Do we use social
media to build up others or to build up an image
of ourselves? What about screen addiction?
Growing up in the middle of a pandemic puts an
extra layer of stress on our young people (and
each of us). We discussed mental health, our
biases, our experiences, and how to reach out
for help.
Fall programming (so long as it is safe):
-Sunday Youth Group: Every Sunday evening,
except for the 4th Sunday each month, from 68pm.
-High School Highs: High school youth meet
the 1st Sunday of each month from 5-6pm to
share a meal.
-Middle School Moments: Youth (6th-8th
grades) will meet the 3rd Sunday of each
month from 5-6pm to share a meal.
-Wednesday After-School Program: We meet
every Wednesday school is in session from 24:30pm.
-Youth Sunday School:
We will meet the 1st
and 3rd Sundays during worship (10:30-11:30).
Our youth program is open to all youth
(Aldersgate associated or not) in 6th-12th grade.
If you have ideas, questions, concerns, or want to
get to know these young people, please contact
Jill Graff at 491-1650 or jillgraff@gmail.com.
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OWEN BUSH
Aldersgate member Owen Bush grew up on Butte’s West Side living in the 600
Block of West Galena. He attended Lincoln School and played baseball at the
Cinders a field just north of Chester Steele Park. He attended Sunday School and
was confirmed at Mountain View Methodist Church.
Owen attended Butte High School, played basketball, and graduated in 1947. He
played baseball in the Copper League as a catcher. He was apparently quite good
as he was signed to play professional baseball. One highlight he remembers from
his Copper League days is when his manager, Sonny Hicks, presented him with
$500 at the end of a season as his share of the gate. A lot of money in those days!
Owen’s professional baseball career was cut short by injury, and he returned to
attend the University of Montana and graduated in Business. He then presented
himself for the draft and served in the US Army in Korea and Japan, fortunately
after the hostilities had ended. He returned to Butte and went to work at Metals
Bank, beginning a career which would last 30 years. A friend introduced him to
a nurse, Helen Goodland, and though she was a Catholic, they married, a courageous act of love in those days of the great Protestant/Catholic divide. Owen
and Helen were married 61 years, until her death last year. Their son, Bob, lives
in Colorado. Bob has written Christian books, and he is involved in Business as
Mission work. He has traveled extensively around the world for missionary
work.
Owen returned to his Methodist roots and joined Aldersgate after meeting Pastor
Dave Andersen, and we are quite happy that he did!

COVID EXHAUSTION
I am so tired. I am only a year older than I was last year at this time and yet I feel like I am 10 years
older. The thought of facing another Butte winter is part of it, the most contentious election in history
is part of it, but let’s face it, the Covid Pandemic is most of it.
A year ago, we were in the process of completing several construction projects at both the church and
parsonage and had pulled together and we were clearly a church on a mission. Every week was a new
adventure, a new blessing, the opportunity to be a part of something that felt blessed by the Spirit.
And then just as we were peaking, we get ambushed. Not by our failures or lack of work, not by money
issues or lethargy, but by a microscopic bug we did not understand, and don’t know how to combat. An
insidious disease that keep us from the church, just when we wanted and needed to be at the church
and part of the family at Aldersgate the most. Something we never saw coming, that suddenly seemed
to control and stunt our destiny.
What is worse is the Covid just lingers and continues to stunt our growth and steal our blessing. It
seems most days as if no end is in sight and what is even worse is that everyone seems to be getting
more depressed as we wait for a cure or other relief. Last year we shared enthusiasm, joy, hope for
the future and the fact was there was hardly a discouraging word to be heard at Aldersgate. This year
while many of us still enjoy the joy of gathering, some are forced to quarantine and for the first time in
over a year the occasional discouraging word can be heard as people allow the Covid crisis to steal
their joy and hope.
I thought about that and I decided that I/we could do better. Covid is awful, but it is not the end of the
world, and is not grounds to steal either our joy or our hope. We should all endeavor to preserve
through this crisis and remember that God hears us, loves us, and that we will eventually come
through all of this. In the meantime, we need to stay focused, count our blessings, give thanks, and
stay active at the church and with each other and always remember that the God we serve is Ruler
over all.
Brad Belke
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Greetings! Grace and peace from the Lord, Jesus the Christ. I had
the opportunity to experience the live broadcast of Sunday service as I
had been in quarantine. I hope that those who are able to take advantage of this service are being blessed and are able to feel a part of
the Aldersgate family in spite of the fact that you are not able to be physically present with us. If you are unable to “figure out” how to connect,
please call the office at 782-2425 and let us know because help is available.
During COVID church is very different. After all this time, I think I
am getting use to the “new way of doing things” but alas, I find myself
having to go back to the car time and time again to get my mask so that I
may enter an establishment. I’m sure none of you have found yourself in
that spot!
I have a longing for the way things used to be!! A time when we
could go to church and visit with our church family, give a hug or two, and
know that all is right in our world. By alas, change has happened and will
be with us for a while and our task is to find God in all of it.
We are all imagine bearers of a loving God and sometimes that image doesn’t look very loving in our world today. How do we navigate
through it all? In a weekly inspirational email I get the writer shared that
this week Pope Francis wrote: “Tenderness is the path of choice for the
strongest, most courageous men and women.”
Way back in March (I think it was) we started calling our church
family and checking up on them! I have found this congregation to be a
very independent group. Most people are quite self-sufficient and have
done an excellent job of “surviving” during this pandemic. To God be the
glory!

I’d like to share a couple of recent stories with you. My pre-COVID
pew partner, Marilyn Paffhausen, had made a move to Belgrade awaiting
an opening at the Beehive in Butte. On October 9th she was able to
move back to Butte to her new residence in what might be a new chapter
in her life. We were able to celebrate her homing coming with a few
gifts. Soon it will be possible to go visit in person through a protective
window.
Another call resulted in becoming aware of a pastor in another town
here in Montana needing encouragement and Pastor Matthias was able
to reach out in a way most of us are not able to. People in all walks of
life are struggling and God sees and makes a way to bring people together.
It’s been interesting to get to know people and find a connection
with some that goes back a long way. One such connection is a member
of a family that were friends of my family when I was a child. With another, I found that I had been friends with her brother. It is such a small
world out there. I guess it’s not such a stretch to believe that all of us on
this planet earth are inextricably connected.
God, please help us bestow tenderness on those around us. May
we remember that tenderness isn’t weak but courageous. Bestowing it on
others is one of the strongest and bravest things we can do. Amen.
Let’s commit to being courageous as we go about in our world and
be tender towards those we meet and have opportunity to minister to.
Blessings, Judy Reel
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October Trumpet Call

08: Tom & Katelyn Hoffman
08: Ed & Mary Lou Wolstein
12: Jerry & Kathy Bechtle
28: Doc & Cookie Jordan
29: John & Laura Hash

November Trumpet Call

In memory of Mary Rolich &
Audrey Mortensen from John
& Becky Rolich

In Remembrance of Hoot Gibson
from family
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