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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

http://www.aldersgatebutte.org/
Happy Advent

If you need a hard copy of the
Trumpet Call, please notify the
office at 782-2425.
01: Nita Kingsbury
01: Kourtney Hunking
04: Burt Todd
06: Roberta Dobb
11: Gerry Allen
12: Sue Gerry
13: Rebecca Schwartzmiller
17: Sherri Hash
18: Lauren Sullivan
23: Jean Weisel
26: Carol Orr
31: Andi McCaughey

21: Brad & Terri Belke
01: Chyanne Robinson
02: John Peters
06: Mark Dahl
10: Dale Olson
11: Nita Richard
13: La Rae Keopke
14: Marylyn Shovlin
17: Mary Jo Turner
19: Henry Harrington
26: Bob Maes
28: Bill Rhoads

It may not feel like we could have a Happy Advent with unrest from the
election, COVID, not being able to be with each other the way we would
like, but it is what it is. I remember all kinds of stories from grandparents
and my parents about some very difficult times during the Depression,
WW 2 and the Korean War. Other than the VietNam War, my life has not
had quite the impact that my parents and grandparents experienced.
Now the church is closed to in person
gatherings until further notice so we can
spread the Good News and not the virus.
While the church doors may be locked,
the church is still at work in whatever
ways it can. We are streaming worship on
Sunday mornings; we are zooming MidWeek Reflections and the Advent Study
with Lauren Kippen; youth group is still
zooming as well as other groups who desire to stay connected. Just let us know if
you need help with zooming whatever
function you desire and we will get you
the help you need to stay connected.
I am encouraging you to be as creative
as you can be with family and friends during this challenging time of social distancing. As I have said before, just because we need to remain at
a distance, we do not need to be distant from one another.
(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page 1)

Ever since the formation of the Aldersgate
Youth Program, it was clear that this is a
place where youth love and care for each other as family. We are so excited every time a
new face joins us (which has been happening a
lot lately). But it is also with heavy hearts
when we have to say "See you via Zoom" to
our friends, our family really, when they
move. One blessing that has come from the
pandemic is that we have learned that we can
stay connected even when we can't be physi-

Here are the themes for our Virtual Advent series in December:
Sunday, November 29, 2020
1st Sunday of Advent - “Hope”
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38
Message: The Mary Miracle
Guest Speaker: Judy Reel
Sunday, December 6, 2020
2nd Sunday of Advent - “Peace”
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-5; Mark 1:1-8
Message: “Peace & Hope”
Speaker: Matthias Krier
Sunday, December 13, 2020
3rd Sunday of Advent - “Joy”
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-4; 8-11; John 1:6-8; 19-28
Message: “Wondrous Joy”
Speaker: Matthias Krier
Sunday, December 20, 2020
4th Sunday of Advent - “Love”
Scripture: Luke 1:46b-55
Message: “Birthing Love”
Speaker: Matthias Krier
Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24, 2020
5:30pm - Candles, Carols & Communion
Christ is Born!
All services will be streamed and we hope that you
will have candles and communion elements available on Christmas Eve, especially.
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cally together. And that, my friends, is huge. Unconditional love and
love knowing no boundaries or hardships too great is so very evident
in this group of young people. Christ is in action in deed!
Youth programming will be changed to virtual meetings for the indefinite future following the recommendations of Bishop Oliveto. We will
continue with regular meetings via Zoom, though timing may change.
Please contact Jill if you or a youth you know of would like to participate in a Youth Zoom gathering.
Our youth program
is open to all youth
(Aldersgate associated or not) in 6th12th grades. If you
have ideas, questions, concerns, or
want to get to
know these young
people, please contact Jill Graff at
491-1650
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This morning on the car lined drive into town I watched as a young child
exited his house for the walk to school. Laden with a heavy backpack he
was taking weighted steps as the rain poured and the temperature was
hovering at about 37 degrees. Growing up in the south I understand cold
rainy wintery walks to school and how it can add misery to the day. You
may remember what that felt like as well. It's just over a mile from where I
saw him to his destination and no other children were walking. So, I
made the turn and pulled up alongside. Through the open window I told
him who I was, which way I was headed, reminded him I was wearing a
mask, had hand sanitizer in the cup holder and asked if he would like a
ride. You could see the trepidation on his face of familiar safe/wet/cold
vs. warm/dry/comfort with a stranger. There is more to this story, but
not enough space here to share it. Just know he arrived at school dry
and with his mother's permission. He was quite the negotiator.
In these uncertain times I hope you are finding ways to be the hands and
feet of Christ in our community and with
each other. In spite of and because of
the pandemic there are many opportunities
to represent the purest most perfect love the
world has ever known. We are to be that no
matter the circumstances. We have much for
which to be grateful as we move into the
season where "God came down from heaven undressing all the way." I wish you wellness, safety, warmth and joy. Peace be with
you, Terri

December Trumpet Call
In memory of Jim & Florence
Street from their family.
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The Saturday ads in the
Mt. Standard for
December are sponsor-ed by
Sharon Miller in memory of
Family

CHRISTMAS WITHOUT YOU.
I have been aware for some time that the World is often a lonely
place. I guess that is why we all felt so grateful that we have a
church home where we can spend time with other members of our
“family” while experiencing the grace of a Risen Savior. And then
there was Covid. We missed Lent and even Easter Sunday and
suddenly the world seemed lonelier than I ever remember. Fortunately, the first closure was short lived, and we were able to meet
again with certain precautions in place and the World brightened
as we spent time with our church family.
And here we are again, Covid closure part two, and just in time for
Christmas. As I write this, I can picture Mary and Joseph travelling
from their home in Nazareth to Bethlehem and how lonely that journey and the nights in the stable must have felt. Alone in a strange
town, without family, unmarried, pregnant, in a country occupied
by the Roman Army. No cell phones, no phones, no neighbors, no
Zoom, no TV, no face time, no texts. Really all alone.
But out of that loneliness came a miracle. A miracle that means we
as a family of believers will never really be alone again. Because
we know that a Risen Savior will be with us every day, wherever we
may go. This Holiday Season remember that you are never alone.
And if you are stuck at home, call
someone, email someone, and
text or write them, remembering
always that as a part of the
Aldersgate family you are never
alone.
Brad Belke
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14

21
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Tue
Wed

3

Thu

4

Fri

12

5

Sat

19

11

18

26

10

17

25

2
9:30 AM Sandwich
Ministry
11:00 Midweek Reflections
2:00 PM After School
YG

15
16
11:00 Midweek Reflections
2:00 PM After School
YG

24
5:30 PM Christmas
Eve Service
**Trumpet Call
Deadline**
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22
23
11:00 Midweek Reflections
2:00 PM After School
YG

31

9
11:00 Midweek Reflections
2:00 PM After School
YG

29
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All meetings will be held via Zoom, please
contact the office if you would like the links to
join in.

Sun

6
9:00 AM Adult
SS
10:30 AM Worship
6:00 PM Youth
Group

13
9:00 AM Adult
SS
10:30 AM Worship
6:00 PM Youth
Group

20
9:00 AM Adult
SS
10:30 AM Worship
6:00 PM Youth
Group

28
30
11:00 Midweek Reflections
2:00 PM After School
YG
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27
9:00 AM Adult
SS
10:30 AM Worship

Wilma Blewett Puich was raised in Butte. Her
family attended Grace Methodist Church. Wilma’s
grandfather, Joel Vigus was a Methodist minister
who was appointed to serve Trinity Methodist Church
here in Butte. When Reverend Vigus arrived in Butte
in 1889, the church only had one member and 8 nonmembers in attendance. When Rev. Vigus left the
church in 1891 it had 200 members, 175 in Sunday
School and 23 in the choir.
Wilma is the proud graduate of Emerson
School and Butte High School. At Butte High, she
was head majorette 1956-1957 and had the honor of helping welcome President Harry S. Truman. Funny story: About 40 years after Wilma graduated from high school
she was shopping with friends at a Butte antique store and saw an old majorette uniform, just like hers. She pulled it off the rack, lifted the tag in the collar to see whose
it was and discovered the name “Wilma Blewett”. It was her original uniform and she
quickly bought it.
Wilma married Don Puich in 1962, Don worked as the Head Juvenile Probation Officer in Butte for many years. Since the sanctuary at Aldersgate was still under
construction, Don and Wilma were the first couple to be married in the Aldersgate
gym. They had two children, one boy Sam and one daughter Jill. In 2007, they became grandparents when Sam and his wife Emely gave them their first grandchild
and the love of their life, Zachery. Wilma’s husband Don passed away in 2011.
As active member of the Butte community, Wilma served 30 years as the
County’s Civil Defense and Disaster and Emergency Services Coordinator. She had
three deputies, Brad Neal, Brad Belke and Dusty Rhodes. She was proud to tell everyone she was Brad Belke’s boss for over 20 years. She was recognized for her vast
experience and knowledge related to disaster services and had a national reputation.
She was also involved in Cornish Cousins, the Montana Federation of Women’s
Clubs, the Homer Club and other civic groups.
She is an avid historian and has published two books on Butte: “Where We
Went to School 1866-2015: a history of our schools” and “A Pictorial History of the
Methodist Churches of Butte, Montana”.
While at Aldersgate, Wilma was an active member of the Member Nurture Committee
and loved the coffee hours to sit and visit. Thank you for the donation of our Methodist History in pictures found in the multi-purpose room.
Wilma will be leaving soon to travel first to Salt Lake to spend Christmas with
Sam’s family. She will go to Arizona to live in Arizona with her brother, Bobby and his
Wife Carol.
Wilma enjoy the great weather!
You will be missed!

