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Candle of Hope

22: Dave Andersen & Mary Harsh

01: Nancy Cass
09: Debbie Fisher
16: Phylis Rice
21: Alice Peterson
24: Dorothea Vail
27: Diana Surman
29: Ryley McLaughlin

06: Elaine Schnell
09: Joyce Kuecks
18: Cookie Jordan
23: Dan Lambert
27: Sherry Sullivan
28: Sheryl Tremis

This past Sunday in worship, I lit a candle during the message for the 8
victims and their families and friends for those killed in Atlanta recently.
Little did I know that yet another mass shooting would occur yesterday
just two miles or so from the church I served in Boulder, Colorado. I
know folks who shop at this grocery store and wondered? As I light another candle here in my office for the 10 victims and their family and
friends in Boulder, I pray for healing with the hope that we will do the
right thing in adopting common sense control measures and universal
background checks. We may not be able to stop all gun violence, but we
can do better than we are now! My heart aches for all the victims and
their families and wonder how long it will be before military style weapons will be banned from the general public? I fear that we as a nation
are becoming desensitized to these mass shootings and have accepted
it as a new normal in our society. As a prophetic people of faith, we cannot accept this as the norm, but instead do all in our power to stop these
senseless murders. A quote from Joan Chittister: “Be not a whisper that
is lost in the wind; be a voice that is heard above the storms of life.” My
prayer as I light yet another candle this morning: Help us, O God, to
have the courage to ask the hard questions and to do what is necessary
to stop the killing of innocent people. May we open our hearts and minds
to the wisdom of a courageous
compassion that will lead us to a
safer and more harmonious community. Amen.

Pastor Matthias Krier
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Where are You?
I was sitting in the back of the
church recently and I noticed all
the gray heads in the audience.
Now, I thank God for all those gray heads, and I admit that I may even qualify as one of those gray
heads. But I was wondering where are the young families that made up such an important part of our congregations, pre-Covid?
When we re-opened after the initial panic last
summer it was the older members who returned, the
young families have stayed away. Why is that? The
safety precautions we implemented with our Covid
Safety Plan include increased cleaning/disinfecting;
we social distance; we put on our masks religiously
(pun intended); we have modified the service to be
safe; and we even found a new way to do Communion.
All to keep everyone safe, all to allow us to continue to meet.
Being able to continue meeting has been such a
blessing. It is apparent every Sunday how happy everyone is to be at Aldersgate, to be in community with
our Aldersgate family during this frightening pandemic with all the changes it has brought to our society. Welcome Home to Aldersgate is more than just a
motto, it is a way of life, a way of service, a way
of comfort.
One of the elder statesmen here at Aldersgate, John Rich, contacted me early in the pandemic and expressed his concern that with our closure
for Covid that members would get out of the habit of
attending. His concern 9 months ago now seems like a
prophecy of what has occurred.
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(continued on page 4)

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks
finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be
opened. Matthew 7:7-8
I think this Bible verse pretty well covers March in
our youth ministry. The youth asked Aldersgate for
support of their food drive that continues through
Easter. It has been a huge success as we have already
delivered nearly 400lbs of food and over $250 in monetary donations to the food bank. Thank you for your generosity! Youth have been seeking additional ways to support each other and additional youth in our community.
Therefore, we have formed a new group for LGBTQIA+
youth. Youth have been knocking on our doors to find that
Aldersgate's doors are open to ALL.
A March highlight was bowling at Star Lanes. We pretty
much took over the place as we had a group of 24! We
look forward to more group outings as the spring arrives.
We are excited to announce that the youth summer mission trip to the Idaho Mission Project (https://
idahomissionproject.org/) is scheduled for August 1-7th! We are looking for
adult volunteers who would like to help Jill chaperone this meaningful and fun
service-based trip.
The Aldersgate Youth Program is open to ALL
youth in 6th-12th grades (Aldersgate-associated
or not). If you would like more information on
youth meetings and events, have questions or
concerns, or would like to be involved in this lifechanging ministry, please contact Jill Graff at jillgraff@gmail.com or 491-1650.
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(continued from page 2)

SUCCESS!!! Aldersgate is now set up for online giving. A donation has been
deposited via the website, we are now good to go! If this is your preferred way
of donating to the church, please go to our facebook page (and search for the post), web page
(aldersgatebutte.org and look for the red “Donate”
button) or direct to the website at https://
aldersgateunitedmethodistchurch.breezechms.com/
give/online. Please contact Heather at the church
office, 782-2425, if you have any questions.

Memos from Matthias
• Overflow set up for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday in the gymnasium. Social distancing and the wearing of masks are required.
• Time Away - April 12 - April 26 for vacation and trial where I am to
be a witness in Lakewood, Colorado.
• Recommended Reading: “The Time is Now: A Call to Uncommon
Courage” by Joan Chittister. Joan’s book moves us from being a fan of
Jesus to a follower of Jesus. Order your book from your favorite distributor or by calling or emailing the church office by Tuesday, April 13th.
Cost per book is $20.00.
• 30 minute Talk Back Session after church on April 11th on “The
Easter Moment”. Join us as we continue to celebrate the Risen Christ!
• Coffee and Conversation on the concept of “Harmony” (Zoom &
in person) at 2:00pm on Friday, April 30th. Pre-registration is required
for planning purposes no later than Thursday, April 29 at noon.
Heritage Sunday will become Heritage Month where we celebrate all of
the Methodist related Churches in Butte in May and first Sunday in June.
Anything you can offer in the way of celebrating these churches and their
history would be deeply appreciated. Turn in pictures, stories, news clippings, etc., to the church office. Thanks.
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The Bible says that you should bring up your
children in the way of the Lord. To do that they need
to be in community at the Church, they need to hear
the word, they need to see that worship and church attendance is important to their family and people they
respect. They need to know that they are part of our
family. They need to establish a life-long habit of
attending church every Sunday. Because of all that I
am encouraging you to return to church as soon as possible. Sunday school will be closed until September,
so social distancing in the sanctuary will be the rule
for a while. I admit my request to see young families
and children in the church is selfish. I miss you. I
miss seeing our future, hearing the laughter, watching
the children grow and learn. Please join us again as
you feel safe.
Be safe. Continue to wear your masks, continue
to social distance and be smart even if you have been
vaccinated. We look forward to seeing you in church
again soon.
-Brad Belke
Children and Family Ministries
As the pandemic is beginning to wind down, the Education Committee is gearing up for big things! We met at the beginning of March and discussed the need
for expanding our Children's Ministry beyond Sunday School and the need for
creating a Family Ministry. We have a great facility with the gym, stage, kitchen,
nursery, and Sunday school rooms and even greater resources in you, the people
of the Aldersgate community, for developing sustainable children and family
ministries. Please prayerfully consider how Jesus is calling you to use your Godgiven gifts in the next months or years as Aldersgate envisions and develops
these ministries to meet the needs of children, parents, guardians, and families in
the Butte community. Please contact Jill Graff (Education Committee Chair)
at jillgraff@gmail.com or 491-1650 with any questions, ideas, or how you want
to be involved in following this call of Jesus.
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Spring is coming!! There is an opening in the dark cloud of
COVID and the light is beginning to shine through. There is HOPE
in the air!!
John 15:1-11 talks about the vine and branches. In verse 5 Jesus
declares “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in
me, and I in him, bears much fruit…” And down in verse 8, Jesus
says, “By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so
you will be my disciples.”
Psalm 1:1-3, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor stands in the path of sinners, but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in
His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers
of water that brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither;
and whatever he does shall prosper.”
We also read in the Bible that you will know a tree by its fruit. As we say: You
are what you eat. SO, if you are feeling a little spiritually malnourished, it’s time
to get that garden ready for the new life that this season brings.
In gardening there are several things that need to be tended to: tilling the soil,
planting seeds, fertilizing, pulling weeds, etc. It’s a time after the long winter (of
COVID) to turn and focus on new beginnings that “spring” to life.
To help you in these processes, I’d like to invite you to participate in some garden tending activities that are available. We meet at 9 on Sunday mornings—in
person and by zoom—for our adult bible study, Sunday school with our awesome leader, Burt Todd. On Wednesday we meet for midweek reflection—again
in person or by zoom-- with our awesome pastor, Matthias Krier, and spend the
hour sharing our insights on the scripture for the Sunday sermon. Both are times
of tilling, planting, fertilizing and pulling weeds.
And there will be more opportunities coming soon. COME
JOIN US!!
-Judy Reel
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Nate Hunt
In case you've missed it the young man assisting Bruce with Sunday morning technology in the
far back corner is Nate Hunt.
A Sophomore and honors student at Butte High School Nate is interested the sciences Primarily the engineering aspects of science. He says the most difficult aspect of in-person learning this year has been that at any given moment you can get a phone call informing you of
"close contact'. The requirement being to isolate to a virtual learning platform. This puts you
out of class for 10 days. Nate says, "Under the current block format that is like missing a
month of class!" This makes getting caught up in one of his favorite classes, Metal Fabrication
with Mr. Bercier, very difficult. In addition to his Honors studies he also participates in Lincoln
Douglas Debate on the BHS Talking Bulldogs Speech and Debate Team.
With college in his future he has his sights set on an engineering degree of some
kind. Right now he is looking closely at Chemical or Metallurgical Engineering. He would really
like to stay in Montana and with either of those degrees he thinks it might be possible.
Nate is a lifelong presence at Aldersgate having been
baptized by Esther Angel, confirmed under the guidance
of Dave Anderson with a lot of Sunday School, Vacation
Bible School and Youth Group in between. He has also
attended Convo.
"What I like most about Aldersgate is that we have a
welcoming atmosphere. It's a place where everyone - no
matter what they believe - can belong . It's a safe place
which doesn't really restrict or constrict what you have
to believe to attend." His Mom (Jackie) has gone here all
her life and grandparents (Arlene and Jack Timmer) have
called Aldersgate home from the beginning.
At this point in his life Nate considers his faith a
"walking" approach believing it is lived daily through his
actions and words and that you "don't have to be the
most scholastic bible person around to be an effective
follower or leader."
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Holy Week

Holy Week

3/28/2021-Palm Passion Sunday: Palms will be handed out in a drive thru style
in the parking lot for those NOT attending Palm Passion Sunday Service in person. They will be handed out from 10:00 am until service starts at 10:30 am.

3/28/2021-Palm Passion Sunday: Palms will be handed out in a drive thru style
in the parking lot for those NOT attending Palm Passion Sunday Service in person. They will be handed out from 10:00 am until service starts at 10:30 am.

4/2/2021-Good Friday Tenebrae Service: 5:30 pm

4/2/2021-Good Friday Tenebrae Service: 5:30 pm

4/4/2021– Easter Sunday– Service at 10:30 am

4/4/2021– Easter Sunday– Service at 10:30 am

Overflow for both Palm Passion Sunday and Easter Sunday will be set up in the
gym. All three services will also be streamed on our YouTube page, Butte Aldersgate UMC.

Overflow for both Palm Passion Sunday and Easter Sunday will be set up in the
gym. All three services will also be streamed on our YouTube page, Butte Aldersgate UMC.

If you would like to donate in
honor of, or in remembrance
of a loved one for Easter,
please look for the insert in
Palm Passion Sunday’s bulletin, or call the church office at
782-2425 and talk to Heather
by March 31st at 2pm.

My heartfelt thanks to the special “someone” who
gave me the delightful “Spring” gift. You made
my day!
Blessings,
Arlene
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