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 I want to personally thank you. Moving to Montana has been a huge un-
dertaking for me and my family. As you read in last month’s article, I have 
lived my entire life in Nebraska. My family lives in Nebraska. Nebraska is the 
home of my birth and since I own a plot in the cemetery at Cedar Hill United 
Methodist Church near Greenwood; Nebraska will be the home after I die. 
Some three years ago, Sarah and I made the decision to come to the mountains 
to work, to minister, and to experience living in the country of “the Big Sky.” 
We knew it would not be without challenges. Living apart from my spouse for a 
month is doable because we know that our time apart will soon come to an end. 
We also knew it provided some advantages. My wife has been able to finish 
some projects at our house in Nebraska and it has afforded me some extra time 
to get to know you and this church community. 
 When I think of the words “thank you” what comes 
to mind is Psalm 35.18: “I will give you thanks in the great 
assembly; among the throngs I will praise you.” Giving 
thanks is one of our core values. When I was working on 
this message what comes to mind is stories like Abraham 
who travelled far from his homeland and gave thanks as he 
entered the land of Israel. I think of Jesus who gave thanks 
at his last meal. I think of John Wesley on his death bed 
who gave thanks as one of his final words. I think of the people at my previous 
congregation who gave us thanks for the years of my service as their pastor. 
And I think of you as I give thanks. You have been patient with me when I ask 
repeatedly your name; you have tolerated some of my quirky humor; you have 
listened to my stories about a state that many of you have never visited; you 
have been so gracious as you have gotten to know me; and you have been so 
patient as you await the arrival of my spouse. I thank you for making this transi-
tion such a beautiful experience. I hope and pray that as I learn your names and 
get to know your story that I will have many more thanks to give.  ~ Seth 
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02: Sharon Bugni                      07: Braelynn Schwartzmiller 
11: Theo Graff   12: Wally Graff 
20: Nathan Hunt    21: Ryan Belke 
22: Cheryl Wegley   23: Barry Kippen 
24: Cheryl McLaughlin   25: Ashley Hash 
26: Georgia Quilici  27: Kelly Sullivan 
29: Jana Richards   30: Bob Kingsbury  
30: Anna McCallum 

08: Paul & Andi McCaughey 
16: Gayle Nicholls & Jim Favero 
19: Kelly & Sherry Sullivan 
24: John & Janet Rich 
28: Jim & Sherri Hash 
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This month, we had 10 youth help at Vacation Bible 
School. We had so much fun. And, as an add-
ed bonus, the youth who participated got to pie Jill in 
the face!  At the end of the month, we had 3 youth, 
Kariann Thaut, Bella Gutierrez, and Parker Brown-
back, head to Flathead UMC Camp. Your support of 
Aldersgate and the youth program make events such 
as VBS and summer camps possible. Lives are being 
impacted in beautiful ways. Thank you! 
 

The Aldersgate Youth Program is open to 
ALL youth in 6th-12th grades 
(Aldersgate-associated or not). If you 
would like more information on youth 
meetings and events, have questions or 
concerns, or would like to be involved in 
this life-changing ministry, please con-
tact Jill Graff at  
butteumcyouth@gmail.com or 406-491-
1650.   

Aug Trumpet Call 

Thank you to Georgia Quilici for 

sponsoring this months newsletter. 

The Saturday ads in the  
Mt. Standard for  
Aug are sponsored  
By Georgia Quilici,  
Thank you for your support! 

DID I EVER LEARN TO DANCE. 
I was sitting with Pastor Seth earlier this month talking about the history of 
Aldersgate. How we got here, who the shepherds were, the good times and 
the bad and suddenly it hit me, where have all the years gone?   
Suddenly I was feeling very mortal.  Talking about pastors who have been 
gone for so long, some gone over 20 years, which feels like so long ago in 
some ways, and only yesterday in others.  So, then my phone calendar told 
me it was the anniversary of Esther’s (Pastor Esther Angel) Homecoming 
(July 6th) and that seems like ancient history, except 
sometimes I still find myself talking to her.  She asked me 
once how old I would be if I didn’t know how old I was, I 
said I would choose to be 25 again.  Esther said she 
would choose age 5.  I sat with Esther a day before she 
passed and we talked for a long time.  I think she knew 
how close she was to home, I didn’t even suspect she 
would be leaving us so soon.  But I remember her saying, 
“I really hope you learn to dance Brad, promise me you’ll 
learn.”  We have been so lucky with some of our pastors. 
I wonder if I ever will ever learn to dance?  I feel like I should be learning to 
dance.  I wish I were learning to dance, but it feels like I am more like Mar-
tha than Mary, and all I do is work.  Jesus told Martha that Mary had it 
right, so it seems like I should be spending more time learning to dance. 
By the way, I started this article by mentioning that I had been sitting talk-
ing with Pastor Seth.  I highly recommend that if you haven’t had the op-
portunity to sit and talk with Pastor Seth that you take the opportunity to 
do so.  Maybe you will learn to dance. 
~ Brad   

7 

mailto:butteumcyouth@gmail.com


6 



4 5 

Women’s Wednesday morning 4-day is again 
sponsoring the school supply drive this year.  It 
has been noted that several stores have started 
their back to school sales already.  Look for the  
donation baskets near the entry to the sanctuary.   

Sharon Miller and Vicki Stevenson would like to thank all 
the people that brought salads and deserts to their husband/

father’s funeral reception on July 15th. 

VBS was once again 
filled with fun, joy, the 

Holy Spirit, and love. For 
four glorious evenings, 
17 children, 10 youth, 
and numerous adults 

gathered together to sing, 
craft, play, learn, and 

build relationships. We 
fed on average 40 people 
dinner each evening as 
well. What a blessing  

Aldersgate is to the Butte 
community. Thank you to 
everyone who made this 

possible through  
donations of time,  

supplies, and food. I'm  
already excited for next 

year! 


