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Memos from Matthias

Happy Father’s Day to you Dads!
Thank you to Chancel Choir for all the special music this past year. I
went back to listen to their final anthem of the season on May 23rd,
“River in Judea” on youtube and enjoyed it yet a second time. Thanks
again to the choir, Fred & Mary for all the work you put in this past year
to enrich our worship services!

The Saturday ads in the Mt. Standard for
June is sponsored by John & Becky Rolich
In honor of their anniversary
03: Bethany Allen Powers
09: Lara Robinson
12: Trudi Olson
17: Chelsey McCaughey
29: Jessica Peters

06: Vicki Kestle
12: Dan Hash
17: Madison Hash
21: Riley Lubick

01: Larry & Jean Johnson
08: Jack & Arlene Timmer
12: Ron & Joyce Kuecks
21: Crispin & Heather Marsh
25: John & Becky Rolich
26: Bill & Janet Ralph

07: Joel & Jill Graff
08: Ole & Carol Wenger
14: Larry & Kathy Davis
24: Bill & Carol Rhoads
26: Dale & Trudi Olson

Special Music this Summer: if you would like to offer special music in
the way of a solo or with an instrument of one kind or another, for our
Summer Sermon Series “Words to Live By”, please Contact the Worship
committee, the Church office or Pastor Matthias.
Thank you to the committee for Heritage Month for all the information, displays and testimonies of the richness of Methodist heritage in
Butte for the past 150 years or so. Thank you to JoAnn Piazzola, Donald
and Barbara O’Brien and all those that spoke
during our Discipleship Moments on Sunday
mornings. Deeply appreciated.
Mid-Summer Membership Orientation - if interested in exploring what it means to become
a member of Aldersgate UMC, please sign up
at the greeters table. There is no obligation to
join upon the completion of this orientation.
Contact the Church Office or Pastor Matthias
for more information and when and where the
Membership Orientation will take place.
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What a year it has been! The tween and teen
years have always been difficult, but combine all
the "normal" growing up stuff with everything
pandemic related (remote learning, quarantining, social distancing, unique school schedules,
masks...), life has been a struggle for our young
people. However, we were blessed by staying
connected all school year, whether through socially distanced, masked events or via Zoom,

Shelby, Lisa and Kourtney with their Special Olympic medals

Graduation Sunday is June 13th.
Please call the church office or
Peggy Ryan (406-565-0529)
with children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren graduating
from high school, trade school or
college by June 8th.
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text, SnapChat, and Facebook. This has truly been a year we'll never forget, yet a year full of blessings nonetheless.
On May 2nd, the youth hiked to the top of the M Hill in celebration
of Earth Day and Arbor Day. We picked up an absurd amount of trash including, car parts, sunglasses, a cell phone, and a hard hat. What a beautiful view we enjoyed from the top!
We are looking forward to a fun summer
filled with outings, VBS, and the Summer Mission Trip. We are so excited to welcome new
Youth Group members on June 6th at our family
picnic.
The Aldersgate Youth Program is open to
ALL youth in 6th-12th grades (Aldersgateassociated or not). If you would like more information on youth meetings and events, have
questions or concerns, or would like to be involved in this life-changing ministry, please contact Jill Graff at jillgraff@gmail.com or 4911650.
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Honor all the workers who have kept Aldersgate clean and open, to all that
have made phone calls to keep us in touch and those that make YouTube
possible. From Marylyn & Donna Shovlin & Elaine Schnell
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9AM Adult SS
10:30Worship
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9AM Adult SS
10:30Worship
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-John Hash
-Lee Parrett
-Doris Jenkins

7:30 Women’s 4th Day
11:00 MidWeek Reflections
6:30 Men’s 4th day

Task Force

A short-term task force is being assembled to
look for new ways to expand our ministries to
meet the needs of families within the Butte Community. Do you have ideas for these ministries?
Do you want to help form this important ministry? If so, please contact Judy Reel (406-2021388), Jill Graff (406-491-1650) or Heather in the
church office (406-782-2425)

9AM Adult SS
10:30Worship

Pencil in the evenings of July 1922, for your children to attend our
vacation bible school, To Mars
and Beyond. And if you would
like to volunteer, please contact
the church office at 406-782-2425 or Jill Graff
at jillgraff@gmail.com or 406-491-1650.

First quarter financial results were disappointing, but given
the ongoing pandemic, probably not surprising. The operating account balance dropped $5,937 over the first three
months. While we still have money in that account and
some other reserves there comes a point where no organization can sustain such a trend. In my mind though, with the
pandemic waning and your support we may be reaching the
point where we can reverse this trend. That turnaround may
have started with the good news we got last month. Brad Belke qualified us for a
government sponsored Payroll Protection Loan of $20,800. We are looking to
those dollars buy us a little time until we can get this COVID downturn behind
us and get ourselves on a stronger financial footing. As the law is written there
is a chance the loan could be forgiven, more good news.
As I was asking myself what can
be done to get us were we need to be financially I went back in my mind to the
time Dave Andersen convinced me to
coordinate a stewardship effort. The
first person I asked to speak on the topic, ‘why the church is important to me’
was my wife, Lauren, surprise. Speaking from her heart, new to the church,
she said the first time she walked into
Aldersgate she felt so welcomed as
though she was surrounded by family.
To me she was right, we are family and
family will pull together to get us
through this downturn. Call it conceit
but our family has much to be proud of
and I suggest we spread the word. I
would argue we have the best music
program of any church in Butte. Thanks
Fred, thanks choir, thanks Mary! The
youth program is growing in numbers,
taking on important causes and its mem4

bers are developing good Christian values. Thanks Jill! And did you hear, we
are going to have vacation bible school again this year. We have a good shepherd leading us and others in our church working quietly behind the scenes to
make life better for our community and others in our church. Thank you, Pastor
Matthias and thanks to, you know who you are! Thanks to the legacy of Shirley
Permann our home, church,
has seen physical upgrades
too numerous to list here.
Our Sunday service is being
streamed now and the audience for that service is growing, 65 on average are tuning
in. After a recent funeral at
our church that had been
streamed one of the folks
from the funeral home said,
“You have the Cadillac Service in Butte.” Think of that,
you can participate in a service from hundreds of miles
away. Thanks, Bruce and
thank you to the rest of your
committee for bringing it
online. In person attendance
is growing Sunday to Sunday.
A show of hands at a recent service revealed almost all had been fully vaccinated. Thank you, family! Is it time to say Welcome Home to Aldersgate United
Methodist Church? I think so. I think it is also time to welcome others to our
family, in the same way you greeted my wife. We have got a great story.
Barry Kippen
Finance Committee Chair
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