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01: Nita Kingsbury     01: Chyanne Robinson 
01: Kourtney Hunking     02: John Peters 
04: Burt Todd      06: Mark Dahl 
06: Roberta Dobb      06: Kristin Johnson 
10: Dale Olson      10: Sarah Bernhardt 
11: Gerry Allen      11: Nita Richard   
11: Kariann Thaut      12: Sue Gerry   
13: Rebecca Schwartzmiller    14: Marylyn Shovlin  
17: Sherri Hash      17: Mary Jo Turner  
18: Lauren Sullivan     19: Henry Harrington 
21:Brenda Sweet      26: Bob Maes   
28: Bill Rhoads      31: Andi McCaughey 

21: Brad & Terri Belke 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 
will be held at 4pm and 6pm on 

December 24th, 2022 

Children’s Christmas program will 
be held during worship service on 
December 18th.  Practice will be  

December 4 and 11 at 6 pm.   
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December Trumpet Call 

In memory of Jim and Florence 

Street from their Family. 

The Saturday ads in the MT 
Standard for Dec 
are in thanks to 
John and Becky  
Rolich 
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Don’t forget about our Kid’s Group for 
children 4 years old up through 5th 
grade, the first and third Sundays.  
Starting at 5:30 pm with a meal, then 
lessons and games. 

Evonne Holman has  
accepted the role of direc-

tor of the Children’s  
Christmas pageant.  Please 
contact the Church office 
at 406-782-2425 to sign 

up to help out with this or 
participate in. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
 

Holidays can be really hard.  Especially when there is an empty seat at the table, and you are 
“celebrating” the holiday for the first time without the presence of someone you loved.  Or 
maybe it isn’t the first time, it just feels like the first time because you still grieve the loss.  
Maybe it’s because you are with people who don’t know how to love you well, or with folks 
who sit on the couch while you cook and do the dishes, or you are alone, or worse with some-
one else’s family who eats ham for Thanksgiving or raviolis for Christmas dinner (God help 
us.) 
But I guarantee that you will get through this, it’s only one day and the day AFTER the holi-
day will come.  It will, so be kind to them and to yourself, remembering you are never truly 
alone, God is always present.   
Also, sometimes the best lessons come out of hardship.  
One Christmas my mother saw me write “Xmas” instead of 
“Christmas” and she admonished  me (Screamed at me) 
that I had left Christ out of Christmas.  Now almost 60 
years later it is a lesson I never forgot, I still can’t write 
“Xmas” without remembering her and why Christ’s pres-
ence and grace must be the focus of Christmas. 
So this year I am going to sit down Christmas morning and 
reflect on all the loved ones who are not present at my table 
and remember them one by one, and how they made a dif-
ference in my life, confident in the knowledge that we will 
be together again. 
Amen. 
 
Brad Belke 
Lay Leader 

Christmas Giving at Aldersgate United Methodist Church 
 
On December 5th, there will be a small Christmas tree set up in the back of the church.  It is 
very special and is called the Giving Tree.  Each round bulb on the tree has a name of a resi-
dent in a home/facility in Butte who has no relative to bring him or her a Christmas gift.  We 
wish to fill that void, so we ask that able members of our congregation take a name from the 
tree and find a gift for the person, wrap it, and identify 
the person’s name on the gift.  This way these residents 
without relatives will be blessed by your Christmas 
thoughtfulness and will have a gift to open on Christmas.  
There is a “wish” suggestion and sizes listed with each 
name to be helpful in gift selection.  The marines have a 
successful Toys for Tots, the newspaper has families to 
adopt, there are various Christmas dinners for those with-
out, the good bank has groceries to supply, the power 
companies have help with heat and electric warmth, and 
the Aldersgate congregation has blessed our elders with a 
gift from our hearts to those that may otherwise be for-
gotten at Christmas.  Please place your gift under the 
Giving Tree on/or before Tuesday, December 20th so that 
the 4th day men have time to deliver the gifts before 
Christmas Eve.  Merry Christmas and God Bless.          
 ~Jean Frank, Chair of Barnabas Committee 

To donate towards the cost of the 
poinsettias this Christmas in 

memory/honor of a loved one, 
please turn in the money and the 

details of the memory/honor to the 
church office by December 14th. 
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(continued from page 5)  

taken to their well; something they dig by hand; and shown a very dry well. They 
kept digging but no water. How dis-
heartening!  We were told that they 
would try in a different spot the follow-
ing year when they had more money. 
That winter, the church I was serving at 
participated in Advent Conspiracy and 
raised money for this organization. We 
raised over $1000. The following 
spring, I returned to that village and this 
time saw water. I saw children laughing. 
They dug in a different spot. Success! 
When you donate to the Christmas Wa-
ter Project, 100% of your donations will 
go to TRYWACO and to provide clean water in the remotest sections of Ghana. 
- Seth 

Sermon Series 
ADVENT CONSPIRACY is a national program with an emphasis to 
move away from the commercialization of Christmas and back to 
what the season is truly about. You can learn more about Advent Con-
spiracy by going to their website: www.adventconspiracy.org. We will 
be following closely with these lessons. 
ADVENT CONSPIRACY 
December 4th – “Spend Less”,  
using Matthew 3.1-12 
December 11th – “Give More”,  
using Matthew 11.2-11 
December 18th – “Love All”,  
using Matthew 1.18-25 
Christmas Eve: “What if?”,  
using Luke 2.1-20 



4 5 
(continued on page 6) 

Advent literally means the Coming of Christ. In the Christian movement we ex-
emplify the season of Advent as the Coming of Christmas or the Coming of 
Christ into our lives as celebrated on Christmas morning. Advent is also a time 
to Conspire. We, at Aldersgate, are conspiring to make Christmas old school … 
or vintage again. To do this, an invitation has been offered for you to conspire 
with me. Advent Conspiracy is a movement in our world to make Christmas less 

about consumerism and more about the story. To 
make this happen we are given a formula. Take 
your Christmas budget, remove one gift out of 
that budget, and give it to a clean water project. 
For the past 14 years I have worked personally 
with TRYWACO or Twifu Rural Youth and 
Woman’s Concern of Ghana. Every year I do-
nate to this organization that I have personally 
visited twice and receive regular updates from. 
 Let me share a couple of stories of WHY 

… Why I donate to TRYWACO. The Central Region of Ghana is remote. On my 
first visit to Africa, we passed a school on our way to a village in this remote 
section of the country. On our left was the school and our right was a newly dug 
well. We were told that this well was for everyone in the region. Children would 
not only come to school every day but would bring water jugs with them to be 
filled for the miles long hike back to their village. The organization – TRY-
WACO – that is building wells throughout this region and who our Advent Con-
spiracy offering is going – is working to dig wells in all of these villages. How-
ever, until these wells are dug, children come 
to this school and bring home water for their 
entire village. One of the persons in our 
group asked, “What happens if a child is sick 
that day?” 
 And the response we heard back was 
chilling … “Then the village goes without 
clean water that day.” Wow! 
 On that same day, we visited another 
village. We were told that it had a 
population of about 4,000 people. We were 


