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Memos from Matthias
*Happy New Year? Really? Well, while I hesitate in answering my own question … YES! I am a firm believer that
life is what you make it! Also, I am a firm believer in the
Serenity Prayer: “God grant me the serenity to accept the
things I cannot change, the courage to change the things
that I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.” There
is no doubt there may be challenging times ahead with ALL
that is before us in the way of COVID, climate crisis, and
the very threat of those undermining our democracy. Another verse that has carried me through again and again is:
“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” No
matter the circumstances of life in 2022, may you know the
peace and serenity that Jesus promised in John 14:27:
“Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you, not as the
world gives, do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”
02: Laura Hash
08: Cayden Hill
13: Donnie Fisher
17: Chase Lubick
17: Russell Robertson
19: Glenn Callaghan
20: Kathie Johnson
20: Sharon Smith

11: Ed & Norma Pangburn

*Thank you for the cards, goodies and
Christmas gifts. Much appreciated. Decided to wait on a
new year’s resolution until after all my goodies are gone!
New Year’s Resolution being
to eat less.
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Don’t forget about our take a book,
leave a book outside the church office! Plenty of good reads for the
With many Youth Group activities
cold winter nights!!!
going on, Jill needs all of
Aldersgate to help support them.
Please contact Jill if you are able to
be a second adult, or help in any
fashion, either call at 406-491-1650
or email butteumcyouth@gmail.com

The Family of Ole Wenger would like to thank our Aldersgate family who sent
sympathy cards and memorials.
Thank you to Pastor Matthias for making Ole’s funeral service special. I thank
Pastor Matthias also for his many trips to the hospital to visit and pray with Ole
and I.
Thank you to Heather Marsh for helping with the details of getting things ready.
Thank you to Bruce Schuelke for his expertise with the sound system. Thank
you to Ed Dobb for setting up the hall for the luncheon and any other issues that
came up.
Thank you also to Betty Banderob, Cheryl
Wegley, and their committee for all the help at
the luncheon after Ole’s funeral. Thanks to the
luncheon ladies who provided all the yummy
deserts. They are Terri Belke, Sharon Smith,
Nita Kingsbury, Arlene Timmer, Sharon Miller,
Marilyn Parrett, Peggy Ryan, and Carol Brown.
Thank you Everyone.
With our love and gratitude,
Carol Wenger and Family.
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December was a
month for celebrating the birth of
Christ. The youth
joined several
members of the
congregation and
the community for
experiencing
"Christmas with
the Chosen." It
was an evening of
beautiful and
meaningful music full of joy
and a look into what Mary and Joseph may
have experienced on that most holy of nights.
We had a Christmas Party at "Buddy the Elf's
Cafe" on Sunday, Dec 12. I gotta say Marcia
Lubick is very creative!
Thank you for all of your donations of new or
gently used clothes for the Youth Group clothing drive. We will be collecting through midJanuary at the back of the sanctuary.
The Youth Program needs YOU! The youth
have asked for small groups where they can
receive love and support that they may not get
elsewhere. I am so excited to provide these
ministries for the youth, but I can't do it alone. I
need at least one additional adult to join me for
every gathering. You may choose to participate
in activities or to watch from the sidelines - you
do not need to lead or prepare anything (unless
you want to). I promise that you will enjoy any
time you are able to share with these youth.
Please review the following programs and
times and let me know what programs will work
best for you. Aldersgate has always supported
the Youth Program with such enthusiasm, and
the youth and I thank you deeply for that!
(continued on page 5)
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*Thank you … to those who served on ministry teams and
committees that have gone off due to term limits or to
serve on another ministry team. Thanks to Bonnie Canty who
served as Ad Council Chair; Lauren Kippen who served as
SPRC Chair; Barry Kippen who served as Finance Chair; Mark
Dahl to served on SPRC as Liaison to Finance; Jim Axelson
who served on Finance; Jackie Timmer who served on Education, Judi Wackerbarth who served on both Education and
Member Nurture, Kariann Thaut who served on Missions,
Sheryl Tremis and JoAnn Piazzola who both served on Nominations, and Dena Hamry who served on the Worship team.
*Vacation and Study Leave: I will be in Colorado on vacation and study leave through January 9th. In the event of a
pastoral emergency you may call Lay Leader, Brad Belke 406
-490-6367; Terri Belke (406) 490-6497; and Judy Reel 406
-202-1388. I will be back in the office on Tuesday, January
11th.
January Trumpet Call
Thank you to Mazie Stocker Webb
for supporting our Trumpet Call

The Saturday ads in the
Mt. Standard for
January are sponsored
by Sharon Miller.
Thank you for your support.

(continued from page 3)

fades into the rear-view mirror, I hope you remember the Hope we all share in
Christ our Savior and know, just as Debbie knows, that if we step out in faith all
of life’s challenges can be counted as Blessings.
Brad Belke
Lay Leader
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A CHRISTMAS BLESSING OF HOPE AND JOY.
As you know at Aldersgate this Advent season we are celebrating and listing our
Blessings. I want to share one of my blessings with you. Our sister in Christ,
Debbie Todd, had a leg amputated on Saturday, December 18th, 2021. Writing
that here suddenly makes it real, Debbie our friend, Chair of Missions, Burt’s
wife, and Queen of the Gund Teddy Bears had a leg amputated. This is a blessing?
Shortly before her surgery I contacted Debbie to wish her well and we exchanged a few short emails as she awaited her surgery. After several delays, the
surgery started, and I waited for news. Finally I heard from Debbie that all went
well, and she was in her room resting. I did not hear from Burt, apparently pirates do not own cell phones. Later Saturday night, Debbie sent this,
“The hope we have in Christ our Savior. Where would we be without Him?
What do people who don’t have Him do?”
During Advent we are celebrating the Hope we share for the Birth of our Savior
and what that would mean for those who believe. It was clear to me that Debbie understood that Hope, and knew she was safely cradled in the arms of a
loving Savior. As we continued to exchange texts through the week Debbie
shared this,
“My greatest fear is waking in the middle of the night and forgetting, Getting
out of bed and falling on my face.”
Now this may seem cold hearted, but this comment sent me into a fit of laughter. I could just picture this happening, taking your ability to walk for granted,
so I shared back with Debbie,
“Sorry but your greatest fear was the funniest thing I heard all day.
Getting up, stepping out (in faith) and plop, face plant. There is
Probably a sermon in there somewhere.”
As Debbie and I exchanged laughing Emoji’s, I knew that Debbie’s hope was real
and that she had peace and joy whatever her circumstances. As she said later,
this is just another challenge to get through and making it through will make
her stronger and serve as a witness to those around her. As this holiday season
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Mon

4

Tue

5

Wed

6

Thu

Sun

5:00 Yoga with Chris

13

3

12

11:00 Barnabas

11

2

10

9:00 Adult SS
10:30Worship

3:00 ADHD Group

20

7:30 Women’s 4th Day
9:30 Sandwich Ministry
11:00 MidWeek Reflections
3:00 TGIW
6:30 Men’s 4th day

9

7:30 Women’s 4th Day
11:00 MidWeek Reflections
3:00 TGIW
6:30 Men’s 4th day

5:00 Yoga with Chris
7:00 Trustees

19

9:00 Adult SS
10:30Worship
6:00 Youth Group

18

27

17

7:30 Women’s 4th Day
11:00 MidWeek Reflections
3:00 TGIW
6:30 Men’s 4th day
7:00 Ad Council

10:00 Trumpet Call

3:00 ADHD Group

26

16

25

7:00 PM SPRC
**Trumpet Call
Deadline**

5:00 Yoga with Chris
7:30 Women’s 4th Day
11:00 MidWeek Reflections
3:00 TGIW
6:30 Men’s 4th day

5:00 Yoga with Chris
7:00 Finance

24

3:00 ADHD Group

31

3:00 ADHD Group

9:00 Adult SS
10:30Worship
6:00 Youth Group

23

9:00 Adult SS
10:30Worship

30

9:00 Adult SS
10:30Worship
6:00 Youth Group

Fri

7

7:00 Men’s Group
3:00 Alphabet
Mafia

14

7:00 Men’s Group
3:00 Alphabet
Mafia

21

7:00 Men’s Group
3:00 Alphabet
Mafia

28

7:00 Men’s Group
3:00 Alphabet
Mafia

Sat

1

8

15

22

29
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Youth Programs Spring 2022:
-Sunday Evening Youth Group (6-8pm): A time of
prayer, fellowship, lessons, service, food, and
games.
-TGIW (Wednesdays 3-5:00pm): A relaxing time of
fellowship, snacks, and games,
-Alphabet Mafia (Fridays 3-4:30pm): A special time
of love and support for our LGBTQIA+ youth and
their allies.
-ADHD Group (Mondays 3-4:30pm): A time for
ADHD and other special brains to share life hacks
and support.
-Movies with a Meaning (4th Fridays 7-10pm):
Thought-provoking movies with discussion to follow.
-Special Events
(check with Jill
for events and
dates).
-Confirmation
(times and dates
TBD): Build lifelong relationships with a
youth through
this blessed experience.
The Aldersgate
Youth Program
is open to ALL
youth in 6th-12th
grades
(Aldersgateassociated or
not). If you
would like more information on youth meetings and
events, have questions or concerns, or would like
to be involved in this life-changing ministry, please
contact Jill Graff at butteumcyouth@gmail.com or
491-1650.
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