
Our Morning Prayer 
- from Chuck Kestle - 

 

Father GOD...

Today is a special day 
when we honor 
fathers. 

We thank you for our 
fathers and for those 
who have become 
fathers to us.

We thank you for those men who work hard, live 
virtuous lives and become an inspiration to us all.

We thank you for men who lead and save and 
provide for others even at the expense of their own 
well being.

And for those whose fathers have gone, remind us 
O Lord that the best way to heal the wound of the 
missing father is to become fathers and mothers 
ourselves to those who need us now more than 
ever.

In Jesus name we pray.

    Amen
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Our Scripture Reading
Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSV)

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in 
this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to 
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband 
Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose 
her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 
20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this 
took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet:

23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded 
him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital rela-
tions with her until she had borne a son; and he named 
him Jesus.



A Children’s Book for Today
Disbelief is the most satisfying response Carole Bos-
ton Weatherford gets from children about her books 
featuring notable African Americans.

“Kids just can’t believe that our nation allowed those 
kinds of injustices to visit upon so many people,” said 
Weatherford, a poet who has written children’s books 
on Fannie Lou Hamer, Harriet Tubman, Lena Horne 
and others.

“I want them to be appalled,” she said. “I want them 
to be shocked that (slavery and racial discrimination) 
happened, but I also want them to be inspired that my 
subjects overcame those injustices … and persisted in 
reaching their potential and in making contributions 
to their communities and to larger society.”

Weatherford, who grew up as a United Methodist and 
was married for 20-some years to a United Method-
ist minister, considers it a mission to help correct the 
dearth of books about African Americans she experi-
enced growing up.

“There were hardly any,” she said. “But when I became 
a mother, I noticed that there were more books that 
featured children of color for them.”

Her latest subject is Charles A. Tindley, a Methodist 
Episcopal clergyman sometimes called The Father 
of Gospel Music or The Prince of Preachers. He was 
pastor of East Calvary Methodist Church in Philadel-
phia — now named Tindley Temple United Methodist 
Church — from 1902 to 1933.

His hymn, “I’ll Overcome Someday,” was one of the 
roots of the civil rights anthem “We Shall Overcome.” 
He wrote other gospel music standards, such as 
“(Take Your Burden to the Lord and) Leave It There,” 
“Stand by Me” and “What Are They Doing in Heav-
en?”

Tindley, born in 1851 the child of a slave father and 
a free mother who died young, received no formal 
schooling as a child — instead being hired out as a 
field hand. He taught himself to read from newspa-
per clippings lit by glowing pine knots.

Pursuing whatever education he could afford — 
night schools and correspondence courses, mostly 
— while working to support himself, he relocated to 
Philadelphia with his wife, Daisy, and worked as a 
custodian in East Calvary Methodist Church. From 
there, he progressed to being the pastor of the very 
same church and writing many memorable gospel 
songs. 

In “By and By: 
Charles Albert 
Tindley, The 
Father of Gospel 
Music,” illustrated 
by Bryan Collier, 
Tindley’s rather 
incredible rise is 
told in lilting verse 
by Weatherford.

“My life is a ser-
mon inside a song/
I’ll sing it for you/
Won’t take long,” 
the book opens.

Cover art for “By and By: Charles Albert Tindley, The 
Father of Gospel Music,” written by Carole Boston 
Weatherford and illustrated by Bryan Collier. Image 
courtesy of Simon & Shuster.


