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Memos from Matthias

07: Bob & Nita Kingsbury
03: Brandon Robinson
07: Owen Bush
09: Austin Kingsbury
12: Ed Dobb
14: Quinn Sullivan
20: Sylvia Marcum
24: Doc Jordan
25: Jake Richards
30: Becky Rolich

05: Melissa Kump
07: Josh Robinson
11: Daniel Harrington
13: Jean Johnson
17: Ethan McCaughey
23: Ian Boston
25: John Rich
25: Della Krier
31: Marcia Lubick

*Lenten Study begins March 2 at 10:30a.m. “Five Means of Grace:
Experience God’s Love the Wesleyan Way”. Please notify the church
Office 24 hours in advance if you wish to Zoom and Heather will
send you a link. Prepare for Holy Week and Easter through a six
week study that will no doubt enrich your lenten experience as well
as experiencing anew the Resurrection! Flyers available on the
greeters table for more information or call the church office to
have one sent to you.
*Spring may be just around the corner on March 20, but I am still
singing “Let it Snow, Let is Snow, Let it Snow!” Yesterday, I was
shoveling snow where huge snowflakes were falling and then on the
way to work I saw my first “snow devil” ever or whatever you call
whirling snow that looks like a dust devil only made of snow. Great, I
can add that to my list of blessings!
*Lenten Practice: there are a wide variety of Lenten practices to
consider as we prepare for Easter. One of them is scripture prayer
where we simply meditate on a verse over and over until it becomes
a part of us. A verse used on Ash Wednesday is: “Create in me a
clean heart, O God, and put a new and right
spirit within me.” Now more than ever we need
to become the very presence of God in a troubled world. Amen and so be it!
*Ash Wednesday Service: join us on March 2
at 7:00pm for our Ash Wednesday Service as
we begin our Lenten Journey together. You can
join us in person or stream us at:
www.aldersgatebutte.org
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I AM
People talk about God all the time—yet how often do they discuss who
this God is that we are talking about? It’s strange when you think about
it: people all over the world—even people who say they don’t believe in
God—are talking about God. Yet I never hear them stop to explain who
or what they are talking about when they talk about God. Sometimes I
think many of us operate with just a God of our own creation. As someone once observed, “God created us in His image, and ever since we’ve
been returning the favor by creating Him in our image.”
Even if you talk to someone who is an atheist or an agnostic I wonder if
they even know who they are rejecting. I read a sermon once where the
pastor would talk to people and when they said they didn’t believe in God,
and he would say, “Well, tell me what God you don’t believe in, because
it’s possible I may not believe in that God either.”
So, who are we actually talking about when we talk about God? Who is
God? What is His name? Those are the very questions that Moses wanted answered. A couple of weeks ago I talked about this story in my Sunday message on the Burning Bush and Holy Ground. The story is recorded in the book of Exodus 3:13-15—one of the most important stories in all
of the Bible.
13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say
to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask
me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I
am has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say this to the
people of Israel, ‘The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.’
(continued on page 6)

March Trumpet Call
In Memory of John Hash from
The Hash Family
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The Saturday ads in the
Mt. Standard for
March are sponsored
by Bea Cline. Thank you for
your sponsorship

Sometimes life goes as planned, and well,
sometimes it doesn't. One thing that I have
learned in working with youth and in a world with
COVID, is flexibility. I find that "tentative" is one
of my most highly used words these days. I've
found that as frustrating as it is when my plans
don't work out, God usually has a trick up His
sleeve that is always better than I could imagine.

The Aldersgate youth and youth from around the
Mountain Sky Conference were so excited for
the CONVO youth retreat to be at Aldersgate in February. However, with
the surge in COVID, we felt it was only right to postpone the event.
Though disappointing, we still get a visit from Lily Hill, one of our youth
who moved to Billings, during the original CONVO dates and CONVO
has been tentatively rescheduled for April 1-3rd.
Though our bowling reservations were cancelled due to bowling tournaments, we got to have some special family time on SuperBowl Sunday.
We are now looking forward to tentatively travelling to Helena in March to
the Flying Giant Trampoline Park.
Though CONVO was going to be our major Confirmation and Beyond retreat, we had a great start to this fun program anyway. We currently have
11 youth excited to build trust in themselves, in others, and in God! We
are so excited for our tentative private tour of the B'nai Israel Synagogue
with Dave and Bonnie Canty to learn more about the faith of Jesus.
God is good. All the time. All the time. God is good!
Youth Programs Spring 2022:
-Sunday Evening Youth Group (6-8pm): A time of prayer, fellowship, lessons, service, food, and games.
-TGIW (Wednesdays 3-5:00pm): A relaxing time of fellowship, snacks,
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6:00 Youth Group

This is my name forever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout all generations.”
Theologian Francis Schaeffer wrote in his book “The God Who is
There’”. That when God says. “I am who I am” he means: “I am the God
who sees and hears, who knows and remembers, who cares and loves. I
am the God who has a plan.” The fact is our God is more reliable than
your car, more loyal than my dog, and knows more than your phone.
That’s the God I choose to serve, because the Scripture makes it clear that
He does not leave you or forsake you.
So, if we are wondering who God is we end up discussing who Jesus is. In
one of my books (Holy Humor) it says, And Jesus said, “Who do you say
I am?” And they answered: “You are the eschatological manifestation of
the ground of our being, the kerygma in which we found the ultimate
meaning of our interpersonal relationship.” And Jesus said
“What?” Now if you don’t know what any of that means look it up on
your phone like I did (see preceding paragraph).
In John chapter 8, Jesus applies the title “I Am” to himself, telling us
that he is not a helper to God or a great teacher, but the divine, eternal,
pre-existent, infinite, perfect Being. “I am
the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord
God, “who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.” Jesus said to him, “I
am the way, and the truth, and the life. No
one comes to the Father except through
me.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, before Abraham was, I am.”
I am wise enough to know that I can’t consciously understand who God is, this is especially evident when I look at the pictures
of the Universe from the Hubble telescope. Fortunately for me faith is not a
brain thing, it is a heart thing. Because in
my heart I know that He cares for me, and
that is all I need to know.
Brad Belke

(continued from page 7)

and games,
-Alphabet Mafia (Fridays 3-4:30pm): A special time of
love and support for our LGBTQIA+ youth and their allies.
-ADHD Group (Mondays 3-4:30pm): A time for ADHD
and other special brains to share life hacks and support.
-Movies with a Meaning (4th Fridays 7-10pm): Thought
-provoking movies with discussion to follow.
-Confirmation and Beyond: Build life-long relationships with a youth
through this blessed experience as a mentor.
The Aldersgate Youth Program is open to ALL youth in 6th-12th grades
(Aldersgate-associated or not). If you would like more information on
youth meetings and events, have questions or concerns, or would like to
be involved in this life-changing ministry, please contact Jill Graff
at butteumcyouth@gmail.com or 491-1650.

Growing in
Christ
For our adults with
special needs and those
who love them, please
join us with your sack
lunch after worship
service on the 1st and
3rd Sundays of the
month.
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Info on Spring Clean
Up Day and Rummage Sale coming,
please watch the announcements in the
bulletin or in the
church service for further information.

Nice men’s sports jackets, size
large are available for anyone interested, please contact the church
office for more information if interested.
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