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02: Dawnne Woodie     02. Ed Wolstein 
03: Paul McCaughey     04: Jonathan Crummett 
04: Gayle Nicholls/Favero    05: Blair Hamry 
07: Carol Wenger      07: Heather Marsh 
08: Bea Cline      10: Rachel Tremis 
11: Cec Trescothick     13: Janet Fletcher-Rich 
13: Ryder Robinson     14: Becky Myrass  
15: Melanie Prescott     18: Crispin Marsh 
21: Peggy Ryan      22: Arlene Timmer 
22: Toni Suemnick      23: Matty McLaughlin 
27: Larry Johnson      29: Bonnie Canty 
29: Abra Belke      29: Russ Robertson 

09: Don & Debbie Fisher 
20: Seth Leypoldt & Sarah Bernhardt 

Mission of the Month 
Starting this year, the Aldersgate United Method-
ist Church will be adopting a Mission of the 
Month. Each month you will read and hear about 
the mission that we have adopted. For the month 

of May we feature Peace with Justice ministries. 
The United Methodist Church features six special Sunday 
offerings. We have decided to expand on these Sunday of-
ferings beyond just one week to include an entire 
month. These ministries are that important. 
United Methodists relate to this special offering by seeking 
peaceful solutions, creating and supporting peace-related ministries in our con-
ference and learning about peaceful, just efforts around the world. Our Social 
Principles call us to love our enemies, seek justice, and serve as reconcilers of 
conflict. We insist that the first moral duty of all nations is to work together to 
resolve by peaceful means every dispute that arises between or among them. 

The United Methodist Church, with its historic commit-
ment to peace and justice, can and should provide leader-
ship to this social transformation. The General Board of 
Church and Society Church holds a non-governmental, 
consultative status with the United Nations. This status al-
lows us to participate in UN meetings, consultations and 
conferences. We recognize and renew our call for social 

transformation, for the quest to open the doors of opportunity for all, to distrib-
ute resources more equitably, and to provide better care for persons in need. 
Donations for this special Sunday support programs and ministries to educate, 
equip and mobilize actions in support of identified Economic, Health, and Gen-
der Justice Priorities. 
You will hear more about this special offering throughout the month. 



     Missing Easter 
  I really messed up Lent this year, I was so busy I missed Palm Sunday 
altogether and almost missed Easter morning (for a search). Things just 
piled up, family moving back to Butte, daughter in Helena, three grand-
babies, the legislature where my bill was pending, the job including numer-
ous trial settings, search and rescue, Aldersgate and being Lay Director for 
the Men’s Walk to Emmaus, and…well you get the picture. 

So, at the last minute, there I am trying to read the resurrection story 
in all four gospels and reflect on what happened and to remember who did, 
and saw, and felt what. A task which was further complicated by having all 
3 grandbabies and company in the house.  Somehow, I got it done despite 
the distractions, and in retrospect I honestly think I could preach every 
Sunday for a year on the stories of the resurrection.  

Here is one:  It is early in the morning on Sunday, all the men are in 
hiding or leaving town, but not Mary Magdalene. Mary is at the gravesite. 
The gospel says she came and found the empty tomb, that she was afraid, 
and then she saw Jesus standing there and…. Mary thought he was the gar-
dener. I suspect that if she had friends like me, she would never have lived 
that down. I can hear it now, “Hey Mary, remember how on Easter morning 
you thought Jesus was the gardener? That was so funny!”  Yet somehow, I 
had to doubt that humor was the focus of this resurrection story. And as I 
thought about this, I had to conclude that there was a lesson to be learned 
here or the story would never have been included in the gospel. 

See, I suspect when Mary Magdalene stood at the tomb that morning, 
she didn’t encounter some perfect radiant glowing Jesus, like in the Renais-
sance paintings, all sparkly clean and white. In my experience that isn’t how 
gardeners look.  So, clearly Jesus couldn’t have been looking all that clean 
and impressive if Mary confused him for a gardener. And here’s the thing, I 
like to think that the reason Mary Magdalene confused the resurrected 

Funeral Luncheon Ladies would like to up-date their 
list of people to call.  If you are willing to provide a 
salad or dessert for funerals, please call the church  

office at 406-782-2425 

Rummage Sale Profits $2,760.95   
Thank you to all that donated: time, effort, items, sorting abilities  YOU made 
this a successful turn out for all of us at Aldersgate. 



(Missing Easter Cont.)  

Christ for a gardener was because Jesus still had the dirt from his arrest, 
beatings, crucifixion and own tomb under his fingernails. After all who ever 
met a gardener with clean fingernails? So, at that point I figured maybe it 
is time we rejected those paintings and looked at the whole story from the 
beginning.   

Once upon a time, (I think all good stories should start that way) 
God’s desire to be known and personal with mankind overflowed heaven 
and an insignificant peasant girl named Mary gave birth to a living God, in 
a place where there was no room for our expectations as to how God should 
appear, no castle, no mansion, no power.  There Jesus was born in a man-
ger, a place of straw and dirt, grew up in a nowhere town, left home, and 
found some questionable characters to follow him around the countryside. 
Where he turned water into wine, ate with all the wrong people, practiced 
medicine without a license, cast out demons, pissed off the political and reli-
gious establishment, all while insisting that in HIS person the kingdom of 
God had come.  And in doing and proclaiming this forced us to think about 
what was really important, about weakness, strength, compassion, and 
grace. To stop and rethink everything, and to consider whether the best way 
to enter into actual relationship with God is not through religion, not 
through an accounting system for reward and punishment, but through re-
lationship with an actual person, who meets us where we are and who is not 
afraid to get his hands dirty for the ones he loves.  

Maybe that is the point of this resurrection story? That the God who 
died for us, and who rose to new life still had dirt under his fingernails.  
Somehow that just seems appropriate. Because isn’t this the same God who 
keeps reaching down into the dirt of our lives and who keeps pulling us out 
of the graves, we dig for ourselves through our sin, violence, pride, and self-
ishness?    
~Brad Belke 

 Another year of taxes behind us, and 
thanks to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 
10 volunteers accomplished 173 tax returns for 
a total of $178,400 in refunds returned to the 
community of Butte through the AARP Founda-
tion Tax-Aide. 
 Thank you again for donating your facili-

ty and providing a safe place for our volunteers to do their work and a huge 
thank you to Ed for setting up the tables and chairs and to Heather for taking 
phone calls.  And let’s not forget Pastor Seth coming through and visiting when 
he had the time. 
 Many senior citizens file taxes to get the Elderly Homeowners Credit 
which they use for property taxes, medical expenses and rent, just to name a 
few. 
 This is an example of how Aldersgate continues to help our community. 
~ Fran Warner 

Graduation Sunday will be June 4th.  Please call Peggy Ryan 
(406-565-0529) or the church office (406-782-2425) with 

your graduates.  We honor children, grand-children and great 
grand-children who graduate from high school, vocational 

school, college or masters degree.   
Please call before May 23rd. 

Sermon Series 
SANKOFU 
This month we finish our lessons by lifting up an African symbol 
that honors the 
past while at the same time pointing our feet forward. Then, we 
shift gears on Memorial Day weeks with a lesson called IT’S 
NOT THE DESTINATION … IT’S THE JOURNEY. In the June 
newsletter you will hear more about the journey of Thomas Hall, 
a man I met in 2010, and a man who continues to influence my 
journey. 
 
SANKOFU 
 

May 7 th – “He Speaks, and Listening to His Voice”, using 1 Peter 2.2-10 
May 14 th – “Behold Your Savior Come”, using Acts 17.22-31 
May 21 st – “Anticipate Your Heaven Below”, using Acts 1.6-14 
IT’S NOT THE DESTINATION …” 
“Riding in Montana for South Africa”, using Acts 9.1-19 



Months and months and months of work … 
revising the website … researching 12 church 
communities … interviewing church mem-
bers … asking for ideas … meeting as a plan-
ning committee … inviting guests … our cel-
ebration is almost here! In 1873, the Rev. 
Hugh Duncan was recorded as preaching a 
formal Methodist church service in Butte. 
This is the earliest recorded date of the Meth-
odist movement in our city. 150 years later 
and 13 Methodist communities (Aldersgate 
included), Methodism is still going strong. As 

of the writing of this note, we have held 3 of our 4 historic field trips. 
We have visited every site and entered every building that the owners al-
lowed us to. Up to 60 guests have attended our trips around the city. It truly 
has been a blessing to hear from people who grew up in these churches. As 
one new to Butte it is an honor to lift up communities of faith that have nur-
tured so many people. I continue to be in awe of places that were once home 
to vital places of faith. I truly believe Aldersgate is a home because of the 
witnesses of so many of these former communities that provided a place 
for worship, for baptisms and communion, for dinners, for family gather-
ings. It truly is an honor to serve here. 
Our final celebration will take place on the weekend of May 21 st . Since 
our name is Aldersgate, we celebrate our history on Aldersgate Sunday, a 
day that lifts up John Wesley’s heart warming experience on Aldersgate 
Street in London, England on May 24, 1738. 
We invite you to come to an Open House to be held on Saturday, May 20 th 
from 1 pm – 4 pm in our Fellowship Hall. Dessert will be provided and you 
can hear and listen to the historic tours of our town. 
On Sunday, May 21 st we are invited for worship at 10:30 am. We will hear 
from former pastors and we have invited an honored guest from England to 
share in our celebration. Lunch will be provided after the service in our Fel-
lowship Hall. Our next 150 years will soon be ahead of us, but we invite you 
to come and celebrate 150 YEARS OF METHODISM IN BUTTE. 
~ Seth 


