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Celebrating Our Heritage

For six weeks beginning on May 2 and ending on June 6 we will celebrate the Methodist related churches and institutions for the past 140
years or so. Each Sunday we will lift up at least two churches to celebrate the rich Methodist heritage in Butte over all these years. While this
schedule is not complete, here is the plan thus far:

09: Don & Debbie Fisher
11: Don & Doris Jenkins
02. Ed Wolstein
04: Jonathan Crummett
07: Carol Wenger
08: Bea Cline
11: Cec Trescothick
13: Ryder Robinson
15: Melanie Prescott
21: Peggy Ryan
23: Matty McLaughlin
29: Abra Belke
29: Russ Robertson

03: Paul McCaughey
04: Gayle Nicholls/Favero
07: Heather Marsh
10: Rachel Tremis
13: Janet Fletcher-Rich
14: Becky Myrass
18: Crispin Marsh
22: Arlene Timmer
27: Larry Johnson
29: Olive Pearce

Mountain View Methodist Church-1883
Celebrating May 2, 2021
Mount Bethel Methodist Church-1883
Celebrating May 2, 2021
Grace Methodist Church-1883
Celebrating May 9, 2021
Trinity United Methodist Church-1884
Celebrating May 9, 2021
Unity Methodist Church of Meaderville-1887
Celebrating May 16, 2021
Methodist Episcopal Church South-1888
Celebrating May 16, 2021
Butte Scandinavian Methodist Church-1892
Celebrating May 23, 2021
The African Methodist Church-1901
Celebrating May 23, 2021
Lowell Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church South-1911 Celebrating 30, 2021
Wesleyan Methodist Church
Celebrating May 30
Along with some of the other Methodist Related institutions
Aldersgate United Methodist Church-1952
Celebrating June 6, 2021
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church-1954
Celebrating June 6, 2021

If you have information or something to lift up on the day we are celebrating these churches, please contact Barbara O’Brien at 565.5918 or
JoAnn Piazzola at 782.0761. I am so looking forward to learning the rich
heritage this community has had with Methodism and ministry in the
Butte and surrounding region.
Grace, peace & harmony,
Pastor Matthias
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The end is in sight, and No, I am not referring to the Apocalypse. I am referring
to the end of COVID and the grand re-opening of Aldersgate. Ad Council voted
last month to continue our mask restrictions through April (at least) so we will
continue to be smart. But sometime early this summer I hope we are fully open
for business. Is it safe to attend church services at Aldersgate? I believe it is. We still clean and disinfect, we still
wear masks, we still social distance, we do individual portion
communion and there is no after church social.
More importantly I asked Pastor Matthias to poll the members
attending on Sunday the 11th and was surprised and please to
see only 8 or 9 people out of 83 had not been vaccinated. That is nearly 90% of
the attendees vaccinated and that makes it pretty safe to be in church. Remember, we miss you.
Brad Belke

Looking for 1-2 people to meet for a small
group in home bible study. Contact Joani
Kieninger at 406-490-3523 if interested.

Graduation Sunday is coming up.
Please call the church office or
Peggy Ryan (406-565-0529) with
children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren graduating from high
school, trade school or college.
Did your third grader, or older get their “Deep Blue Bible?” If
not, please get ahold of Jill Graff at jillgraff@gmail.com or
491-1650.
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The youth-led food drive was a huge success!
The Aldersgate community blessed the Butte
Emergency Food Bank with 710.25 lbs of food
and $1391.05 in monetary donations. As far
as the Mountain Sky Conference youth group
food drive competition went, we placed 3rd in
both categories (pounds of food and monetary donations) out of 12-15 groups. Aldersgate never falls short when teaching generosity and compassion for ALL of God's children! Thank you!
We were looking forward to celebrating
Earth Day on Sunday, April 25th by hiking the M-Hill and picking up litter on
the way. But, the weather disagreed
with our plans, so we have postponed
this event until May. We are excited for
the weather to be warming up so we can
explore and enjoy God's creation! The
LGBTQIA+ support group has been a
blessing to several youth, including some new faces from the high
school.
Believe it or not, but this crazy school year is
winding down. Therefore, on June 6th, we will
have our Year-End and Welcoming Family Picnic.
We will celebrate a fun year of growth and welcome soon-to-be 6th graders.
The Aldersgate Youth Program is open to ALL
youth in 6th-12th grades (Aldersgateassociated or not). If you would like more information on youth meetings and events, have questions or concerns, or would like to be involved in
this life-changing ministry, please contact Jill
Graff at jillgraff@gmail.com or 491-1650.
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DEAD OR ALIVE
Those of you who have been around for a while know that my favorite gospel is
the Gospel of Luke. Luke 24:5-6 is one of my especial favorites, “Why do you

seek the living among the dead? He is not
here, he is risen!” I can just imagine the angel
perplexed that so many people who had spent
so much time with Jesus could be surprised by
his resurrection. I can imagine the women
and the disciples trying to grasp the magnitude
of what had just occurred. Jesus did what?
These simple followers had moments to grasp
what had just occurred. We, who have had
2000 years to hear about it, read it, discuss it,
aren’t doing much better.
Knowing what we know, that “He is Risen”,
why do we routinely act as if Jesus was dead,
like the resurrection didn’t occur? Which
leads me to my title for this article. Do you
behave like you are dead or alive? If Jesus
came back today, would he look for you
among the living or the dead? If you don’t
know the answer to that question, it’s time to change things in your life and take a
little Walk with Jesus. After all he has “Risen Indeed”.
Brad Belke
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Larry & Jean Johnson
Larry and Jean moved to Butte in 1966 from Three Forks as Larry received a
teaching position as Assistant Band Director at East Junior High School. Soon
after that they discovered Aldersgate Methodist Church and soon became members along with their three daughters. After enjoying the worship services and
other activities, they joined the church choir and their daughters joined Sunday
School. They became active members in their community and church. They
made a lot of friends in their new found endeavors. With those friends came
friends for their daughters too. As the years went on Larry became the Choir Director and their daughters joined the choir under their dad’s encouragement
(directive). This was a fun family activity, except at that time the Church had 2
worship services every Sunday, and the choir sang for both. When you are an
active young person it is hard to sit for that long. It made for some brow raising
from Larry and Jean to keep them quiet.
Larry and Jean have seen many Pastors come and go. Friends moved away,
daughters grew up and moved on, and friends and loved ones that passed on.
They continued to be rocks in this community. Jean took the Office Secretary
position for many years. She enjoyed being out of the house now that the girls
were out of school and out of the house. The joke was Larry retired and Jean
got a job to keep her sanity. Larry
continued to direct the choir for
many years when he finally handed
of his wand to the next director,
and Jean retired from the office position, but they both continued to
sing in the choir. It has only been
the last 2 years that they decided it
was time to let someone else fill
their shoes in the choir. They still
can be seen sitting in a pew almost
every Sunday listening and supporting the church that they have
grown with and love so much.
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6:30 Square Dancing
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9AM Adult SS
10:30Worship
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Group
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7:30 Women’s 4th Day
9:30 Sandwich Ministry
11:00 MidWeek Reflections
2:00 TGIW
5:30 Choir
6:30 Men’s 4th day

9
6:30 Square Dancing

19

6:30 Line Dancing

18

9AM Adult SS
10:30Worship

17

7:30 Women’s 4th Day
11:00 MidWeek Reflections
2:00 TGIW
5:30 Choir
6:30 Men’s 4th day

16
**Trumpet Call
Deadline**

27

7:00 P Finance
Meeting

26

6:30 Line Dancing

25

7:30 Women’s 4th Day
11:00 MidWeek Reflections
2:00 TGIW
5:30 Choir
6:30 Men’s 4th day
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10:00 Trumpet Call

9AM Adult SS
10:30Worship
6:00 Youth
Group

23
6:30 Line Dancing

***Don’t forget we have nursery care
every Sunday here at Aldersgate***
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9AM Adult SS
10:30Worship
6:00 Youth
Group

Happy Mother’s Day!

7:30 Women’s 4th Day
11:00 MidWeek Reflections
2:00 TGIW
5:30 Choir
6:30 Men’s 4th day
7:00 Ad Council Meeting

Brad Belke
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In addition to the Sunday services other services are available on video. If you missed
the Good Friday service you
can still watch it by going to
the Aldersgate UMC Butte,
Montana website and clicking
on Multi-Media. It will be
worth the effort.
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M ay this day be a blessing from God above,
O verflowing with signs of His great love.
T hankful am I for the gift of you,
H elp-meet is what God referred to you, too!
E very thought and action may God reward,
R eaping joy and love forevermore.

9AM Adult SS
10:30Worship

MOTHER
By Judy Reel

