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HOW CAN I MAKE A DIFFERENCE? Think about those six words as you 
read it again … HOW CAN I MAKE A DIFFERENCE! The phrase speaks of 
possibilities. It challenges us to do something. It is a phrase that moves us from 
theory and into practice. When I think of those words … HOW CAN I MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE … this moves me from getting me out of bed in the morning, 
to clicking on the church’s website – www.aldersgatebutte.org – and maneuver-
ing over to the GIVE NOW button – because I know this is how I can get one 
step closer to Jesus, who is the ultimate giver. When I heard HOW CAN I 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE … I think of these notes sent to the church 
Connor writes … 
Receiving the Shirley Permann/Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church Nursing (Scholarship) allows me 
to maintain my GPA and fulfill my dreams. Because 
of you, I will be able to give back to other people 
when I graduate. Your generosity is allow me to make 
my dreams a reality. 
Sandy shared this note … 
I just wanted to drop you a note to let you know how incredibly proud I am of 
Aldersgate … over the past year!! Aldersgate is an outstanding example of what 
“Church” is as a community of faith working together; sharing God’s love. 
Keith had this to say … 
Thank you so much for the school supplies; backpacks donated for our students. 
Your kindness will go a long way to helping a lot of kids. We appreciate your 
partnership; generosity! 
Why do I want to be a giver like Jesus? Because it changes lives. When I read 
these notes, I get goosebumps. A person’s life has just been changed by our 
generosity; a school child will not be shamed for not having supplies; a person 
who lives far away honored us with a gift as a recognition of how her 
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01: Ron Kuecks      04: Jake Olson  
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 Since the fall of 2017, I have been blessed to get to work, 
play, serve, worship, and love alongside Aldersgate's youth. 
The unconditional love these youth have shared with me (even 
though I'm old - ask them how old I am!) has been a gift from 
God. Watching our youth grow from insecure 6th and 7th 
graders to confident, genuine seniors (yes, our original youth 
are now seniors!) is priceless. The trust that parents have out 
in me to help raise their most prized possessions is astound-
ing. The outpouring of love and support from the congregation 
and Pastor Seth for me, our youth, and the youth program has 
been radically generous. These are just a few of the reasons 
my decision to step down as youth director has been so hard. 
God has opened my eyes to the needs that my own children 

and family have for my time and attention. My decision was also confirmed last week when I 
learned that I will be getting total knee replacements for both my knees on Dec. 21.  
 
Pastor Seth has graciously taken it upon himself to keep the Sunday evening Youth Program 
going and open to ALL youth. He will need adult volunteers to help him in this endeavor, so 
please reach out to him if you are able to volunteer a bit of your time. Furthermore, if you find 
the Good Lord calling you to help keep our after school programs running or to help organize 
a fun event or service project for the youth, please contact Seth, Heather, or I. I pray that my 
stepping back will allow others to step forward and share their gifts with our children, youth, 
and community, truly making Aldersgate the village I have experienced and envision. 

 
Though I will no longer be the 
official youth director at Al-
dersgate, I am not going any-
where, nor is my family. Please 
know that I am still only a call 
or text away - especially for 
our youth. Once I am recov-
ered as Robo Jill, I look for-
ward to once again volunteer-
ing my time at Aldersgate with 
children, youth, and everyone 
as Aldersgate is my happy 
place, my family, my home. 
 
Youth will be doing their warm 
clothing drive through the 
month of November.   
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It is the fall season when we all look to beautiful leaves and snow 
and the enjoyment of the season in Montana. It is also the time to 
think about stewardship and giving. It seems that every group that 
I have belonged to and some that I did not are asking for money. 
The question is why give? I give to those programs and  
organizations that I believe in. My faith walk has taken me on 
many roads. I believe in the Church and it  programs and if I want 
to participate in them I need to give so that they can continue to 
flourish. during this month please give some thought to why you 
give. 
 
Dave Duffy Finance Chair 

Don’t forget about our Kid’s Group for chil-
dren 4 years old up through 5th grade, the 
first and third Sundays.  Starting at 5:30 pm 
with a meal, then lessons and games. 

Evonne Holman has accepted 
the role of director of the 

Children’s Christmas  
pageant.  Please contact the 

Church office at  
406-782-2425 to sign up to 

help out with this.     



(continued from page 1)  

6 

life was changed. This is HOW I CAN MAKE A DIFFERNCE! I will give to 
change people’s lives. When I make a difference in people’s lives I am reminded 
of the ultimate giver, Jesus Christ, who gave all. To me that is the ultimate exam-
ple of HOW TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 
- Seth 

We are in the midst of a series that is dear to my heart, called DAVE SAYS … This is a 4-part 
series on the words from Dave Ramsey. In February, I will be leading us in a called FINAN-
CIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY, taught by Dave Ramsey. h changed the very thinking of Israel; 
and you might just find your own thinking about life changing as well from these lessons. 
Each Sunday we will examine a chapter of this 
book. 
DAVE SAYS … 
November 6th – Luke 20.27-38:  
 “More Than Enough” 
November 13th – 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13:  
 “The Four Walls” 
November 20th – Luke 23.33-43:  
 “The Great Misunderstanding” 
 
Advent begins this year on the Sunday after 
Thanksgiving, November 27th . Our lessons will be focused on a program called ADVENT 
CONSPIRACY. This is a national program with an emphasis to move away from the commer-
cialization of Christmas and back to what the season is truly about. You can learn more about 
Advent Conspiracy by going to their website: www.adventconspiracy.org. We will be follow-
ing closely with these lessons. 
ADVENT CONSPIRACY 
November 27th – “Worship Fully” 

BRAWL OF THE WILD 
You can’t live in Montana without knowing something about “The 
Brawl of the Wild.” This year, it is November 19th . The Sunday before, 
November 13th , you will need to bring your change (and $100 bills if 
you got them). Jars labeled and decorated with your favorite team – The 
Griz or the Cats (and a 3rd one if you support another team) – will be placed in our Overflow 
Room. I got this idea when I was in Ghana. Ghanaian culture is big on the day you were born, 
specifically what day of the week. During worship, they have a moment where everyone born 
on a Sunday comes up and deposits something into the offering plate; then those born on a 
Monday, and so on. It is a big deal and a time of celebration. The winners are announced dur-
ing worship to a huge roar from those who win. Well, this year, we will celebrate your fan 
base with an offering of 100% to missions. We will announce the winner the following Sun-
day, and hopefully it corresponds to which team wins. 
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TIRED 
 

Sometimes I get tired.  It has happened before, and I know it will happen again.  It seems like 
there is always more to do, more to worry about, more to take care of.  Sometimes I think how 
fun it might be to be bored again, to have nothing to do, time to just relax.  And then I remem-
ber Isaiah 6:8:  
 
 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying ‘ Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?’ 
And I said, ‘Here am I.  Send me!’ 
 
Our family at Aldersgate does a lot.  We do worship, we do education, we do support, we 
counsel, we grieve, we clean, we cook, we call, we pray, we serve, we sing, we preach, we 
study, we give, we set-up, we do a hundred jobs that may or may not get us recognized, may 
or may not seem fulfilling, may or may not seem critical.  I can tell you that whether all these 
jobs seem mundane or may not draw recognition or gratitude, they are all important.  It 
doesn’t matter if it is working in the flower bed, setting up for a funeral luncheon, practicing 
music or supervising youth, it is all important, and whether Seth sees it, or I see it, or anyone 
else sees it, God sees it.  So how can we say no? 
 
In the last 7 days I have been scheduled to attend a Trustee’s meeting, 
an SPRC meeting, 2 Fourth Days, an Ad Council meeting, a Nomina-
tions meeting, and an Emmaus Board meeting.  On top of that I did 10 
hours in a Zoom conference for the Annual Meeting for the Mountain 
Sky Conference with representatives from some of the other 370 
churches in the Conference and the Bishop.  Since I am tired, I would 
like to complain about all that time, except...  I suddenly had this pic-
ture in my head of being in Heaven and sitting down to visit with other 
disciples at Noah’s Bar and Grill.  Tell us your story Brad...…   Well in 
one week in October 2022, I had to attend 19 hours of meetings, and 
set up the gym, and worked on a sermon, and wrote an article, and sent 
some cards, and drove to Helena in the snow for a meeting.   
 
And when I was done, Hulda Stumpf shared her story about serving in Kenya for years as a 
missionary before her murder, and then there was Thomas Baker, another missionary who was 
murdered in the Fiji Islands, and then there was Polycarp, the Bishop of Turkey, who was 
burned alive for his faith in 69 AD.   And suddenly I wasn’t so tired anymore.   
 
Please understand I am not trying to offend anyone, but the bottom line is, as Christians, we 
have it pretty good in Butte America.  And thankfully God doesn’t judge my efforts or your 
efforts, by another member of the community at Aldersgate, or by Sister Theresa’s, or by Pol-
ycarp’s.  He will only ask each of us if we did the best we could based on our skills, and 
health and ability.  I can’t answer that question yes, yet, but until I can, I will just keep work-
ing and would appreciate your continued help and support as we move forward. 
 
~Brad Belke, Lay Leader 


