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COFFEE! What comes to mind when you hear that word? The aroma! Waking 
up! A jolt to get you going for the day! Yuck; I don’t like it! Friends! Fellow-
ship! Good to the last drop! Folgers! Starbucks! The only substance that got me 
through college! 
 Coffee – our coffee ministry returns in the month of October. To me, our 
coffee ministry is important. Not only do I drink it every morning, but it is the 
way we socialize, the way we Welcome Home those to Aldersgate. Coffee is 
also a ministry. This month we will be trying something a bit different. Equal 
Exchange is a coffee that I have worked with for 18 years. When our youngest 
daughter was being baptized, the church I was serving was promoting Equal 
Exchange. My wife suggested that I bring home a bag from our church to share 
with family who were attending the celebration. I had never drank coffee be-
fore. In fact, I thought it tasted bad; however, when Olivia was being baptized, I 
was in the midst of an 8-week paternity leave. Not only was I home with a new-
born, but I was also watching a very active 4-year-old. My introduction to cof-
fee was through Equal Exchange. To me, when I hear the word coffee, I think of 
the jolt of caffeine that helped me stay awake during that Leave. It was fantastic 
and to this day I still drink Equal Exchange coffee. I like the taste and I support 
its ministry. 
 Equal Exchange coffee is a fair-trade coffee. This means that the compa-
ny of Equal Exchange purchases coffee at a fair trade, not at a market rate. They 
only purchase from cooperates throughout the world that are democratically 
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 My favorite part of the youth program is, well, the 
youth! I love getting to know each individual youth, 
what they like, what they excel at, what struggles 
they face, what they are celebrating. I love watching 
them grow in all the ways young people grow. Some-
times, I feel selfish and want to keep these young 
people to myself. But, what do they need? Have you 
heard the saying, "it takes a village"? Some of our 
youth and children have wonderful villages in Butte 
consisting of immediate and extended family and 
friends. However, many of our youth and children 

(and adults) do not. That is where I believe Aldersgate is called... to be the vil-
lage for the village-less. Villages are not just made up of people who like to play 
games or who can have serious conversations. Villages are made up of all of 
God's children with their diverse gifts. I challenge you to ask God where you fit 
into the Aldersgate village. Is it with the choir, a small group, Children's Church, 
Kids Group, Youth Group, the kitchen, a crochet/knitting group? There are no 
limits as to the ways you can be a village. And, from experience, becoming part 
of a village to support the village-less is a most wonderful feeling, a true bless-
ing. Not sure where you fit? Pray. Then, talk to Pastor Seth, Brad and Terri Bel-
ke, Peggy Ryan, the church office, or myself. 
 
With the various village-growing programs we offer our young people, we need 
YOUR help! Please contact Jill if you are interested and available to help with 
any of our on-going activities. 
 
Wednesdays; 3:00-5:00: TGIW after-school hang-out time 
Fridays; 3:00-4:30: Alphabet Mafia (LGBTQIA + Allies support group) 
Sundays; 5:30-8:00: Youth Group 
 
The Aldersgate Youth Program is open to ALL youth in 6th-12th grades 
(Aldersgate-associated or not). If you would like more information on youth 
meetings and events, have questions or concerns, or would like to be involved in 
this life-changing ministry, please contact Jill Graff 
at butteumcyouth@gmail.com or 406-491-1650.  
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run, that provide education for all its members, and use sustainable agricultural 
practices; and part of the proceeds of the coffee we purchase goes to UMCOR – 
the United Methodist Committee on Reliefs – Coffee Project. When I drink cof-
fee, it is not just to wake up, but also to support my brothers and sisters trying to 
raise a family, trying to live off the land, and trying to make a difference. 
 I invite you to join us in the gym for what we are calling COFFEE &amp; 
CONVERSATION. We will not be having a meal but will be providing some 
cookies and other refreshments; and we will be trying out some fair-trade coffee, 
that will remind you and I of all the things that we think of when you hear the 
words … COFFEE! 
~ Seth 

Aldersgate’s Youth Group will be doing yard clean up 
on October 16.  To sign up to have the youth give you 
a helping hand, please call Jill at 406-491-1650, or call 
the church office at 406-782-2425 and get on the list 

by Friday October 14. 

mailto:butteumcyouth@gmail.com
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For much of the month of October, we will be learning about Ruth. This is a short 
book (4 chapters) in our Old Testament. The book is short but plays a very large role 
in the history of Israel. I do not want to give too much away, but the book of Ruth 
changed the very thinking of Israel; and you might just find your own thinking about 
life changing as well from these lessons. Each Sunday we will examine a chapter of 
this book. 
 
RUTH 
 
October 2 nd – Ruth 1: “She Could Have Stayed Home” 
October 9 th – Ruth 2: “Getting Boaz’s Attention” 
October 16 th – Ruth 3: “The Promise of a Future” 
October 23nd – Ruth 4: “The Great-Grandmother of King David” 
 
October 30 th , we will begin a lesson dear to my heart with a series called DAVE 
SAYS … This will be a 4-part series on the words from Dave Ramsey. In January, I 
will be leading us in a class called FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY taught by Dave 
Ramsey. You will not want to miss these significant lessons. 

Volunteers are needed for many areas with the 
Youth/Children/Family Ministries.  Some of 
the most immediate needs are for the Chil-
dren’s Church teachers (Sunday morning after 
Lambs of God Moment), Kid’s Group teachers 
(Sunday evening 5:30 dinner, 6:00pm pro-
gramming), Kid’s Group meal prep (for Sun-
day evening dinner at 5:30 pm), and TGIW 
helpers (Wednesday after school 3-5). 
 
If you are able to help out with these or any 

other tasks that are needed to support these young people, please contact Jill, 
Pastor Seth, or church office. 

Church Charge Conference will be held at 5 pm on 
November 28th. 
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 I was talking to Pastor Seth last week and the topic of Compassion came 
up. I have been studying several scripture stories and books reading up on the 
subject and I was beginning to realize that this word may be the word that best 
describes how Jesus dealt with the lost. 
 Later that week I was sitting at a restaurant with two friends, and we were 
discussing the sorry state of the world. A world we all agreed was suffering un-
der a heavy burden of sin. As we considered the compassion Jesus showed to 
sinners (see story of adulterous wom-
an – gospel of John 8:1-11) a discus-
sion began over whether or not that 
when we overlook sinful conduct and 
offer grace to the sinner that we are 
condoning the sin; and is that the 
right message? 
 Because I had been studying 
compassion for the last few weeks, I 
had some things to add to the conver-
sation that made me appear to be wis-
er than I actually am. The first was 
that I reminded them, actually all of 
us, that we are all sinners and all in 
need of compassion and grace. The 
second was that if we observed and 
followed the example of Jesus set in 
dealing with the adulterous woman, 
we would be required to grant compassion without judgment. Certainly it was 
not that Jesus condoned sin, it was that he chose compassion based on the over-
whelming love of God and the sanctifying work of the Holy Spirit.  
 It’s what is different about us. Philip Yancey explained it best in his book 
‘What’s So Amazing About Grace?’ “While every other religion offers a way to 
earn approval, only Christianity dares to make God’s love unconditional.”  
 Unconditional. Without judgment. For everyone. I have to wonder what 
would happen if we, if I, actually practiced compassion like Jesus? 
Brad Belke 
Lay Leader 

Happy 100th 
Birthday to  

Isabel Prowse 

Join us after service on 
October 9, to welcome 

Pastor Seth and his  
family with coffee and 

cake! 


