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 The other day I was spending some time on our church’s website – 
www.aldersgatebutte.org. It is a great site that we are continually updating. 
Come check out our pictures, information on the church, ways to give on-line, 
and a link to our worship page. While on the site, I was looking at our history 
section and doing some up-dating. As some of you know, I was a History major 
in college. I still love the subject and have written history articles in the past 
and have judged for History Day. It is my way to use my undergraduate back-
ground. We will be sharing with you an up-to-date history page on our website, 
but as of right now, it is a work in progress. 
                I came across something that really jumped out at me. Let me share 
the progression. Methodism started in Butte in 1873. The date didn’t stand out 
until I started thinking about my own birthday. You see, I was born in 1973. 
Next year I will turn 50. Next year I can apply for membership in AARP. Next 
year I can get my second booster shot. Next year … wait a minute … if I turn 
50 next year and I was born in 1973 that means that we – Methodism – us – will 
be celebrating 150 years in Butte America. I think we should throw a party. I 
think we should invite everyone we can. I think we need to shout from the roof-
tops that we have been here for 150 years. This is a big deal! Now the plans for 
our major celebration have not been discussed yet, 
but I would love to hear from you. How can we cele-
brate 150 years of Methodism in Butte? How can we 
remind people that not only have we been here for 
150 years, but plan to stay for another 150 more. 
Again, we are just starting the process of a major cel-
ebration next year and I would love to hear from you 
and know how we can make this major event happen. 
Let’s make 2023, our 150th year, a time to remember. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
 - Seth 
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01: Shirley O’Neil  02: Tim Lambert 
03: Sharon Miller  05: Caleb Hash 
05: Jyl Duffy  07: Ed Pangburn 
07: Jeff Ryan               08: Bill Ralph 
10: Coreen Hash 13: Sharon Miller 
16: Molly Hoffman 17: Donna Shovlin 
19: Jessica Robertson      20: Dee Anna 
20: Kay Swanson      21: Greyson Robinson 
24: Beverly Clayton     26: Argo Graff 
28: Jim Heikes      29: Barbara O’Brien 

12: Ed & Roberta Dobb 
25: Dan & Coreen Hash 

http://www.aldersgatebutte.org
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 Though summer is coming to an end, which happens 
to be my favorite season, I am so excited for another 
year of Youth Group programming. For the first time 
in who knows how many years, we will have active 
youth in each grade, 6th-12th, in our program. What 
a blessing Aldersgate has been to so many young 
people in our community. We will continue our after-
school support programs, as well as our Sunday 
evening youth program. I'm also excited to have Pas-
tor Seth along for the ride and bringing new ideas. 
 With the various programs we offer our young 

people, we need YOUR help! Please contact Jill if you are interested and availa-
ble to help with any of our on-going activities. 
 Mondays; 3:00-4:30pm: ADHD support group 
 Wednesdays; 3:00-5:00: TGIW after-school hang-out time 
 Fridays; 3:00-4:30: Alphabet Mafia (LGBTQIA + Allies support group) 
 Sundays; 5:30-7:30: Youth Group (Dinner included; no YG on 4th  
  Sundays...spend time together as a family) 
The Aldersgate Youth Program is open to ALL youth in 6th-12th grades 
(Aldersgate-associated or not). If you would like more information on youth 
meetings and events, have questions or concerns, or would like to be involved in 
this life-changing ministry, please contact Jill Graff 
at butteumcyouth@gmail.com or 491-1650.  
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The Saturday ads in the Mt. 
Standard for  
Aug are sponsored  
By Phylis Rice.  
Thank you for your support! 

UNSETTLED TIMES 
At men’s group last week we were talking about how unsettled the world 
is and all the problems each of us were dealing with.  Then Pastor Seth 
used the word “liminal” to describe the situation.  Don’t worry I had to 
look it up too.  It means to be in an intermediate stage or being transition-
al and unsettled.  I think we could all agree that the reality of life to-
day is that it is "unsettling."  It is unsettling to deal with the pandem-
ic, the economy,  the environment, poverty, hunger, war, etc.   
Many years ago Jim Warren said that when hard times come, you should 
be a student, and not a victim. Over 20 years have passed since I heard 
that message, and I still consider that simple sentence as one of the 
most profound things I have ever heard.  You see I have observed that 
some people go through life as professional victims, always talking about 
how they have been mistreated.  But being the eternal victim dooms you 
to a life of self-centered misery because you won’t learn anything from 
your troubles.  What a difference it is to be a student and not a victim:  A 
victim says, “Why did this happen to me?” A student says, “What can I 
learn from this?”  A victim blames other people for his problems. A stu-
dent asks, “How much of this did I bring on myself?”  A victim looks at 
everyone else and cries out, “Life isn’t fair.”  A student looks at life and 
says, “What happened to me could have happened to anyone.”  A victim 
believes his hard times came because God is trying to punish him. A stu-
dent understands that God allows hard times to help us grow.  A victim 
has no time for others because they feel sorry for themselves.  A student 
has no time to feel sorry for themselves because they are focused on 
helping others. 
As I think about this, two truths stand out.  First, I have found that trials 
are common for every Christian since the very beginning of the Church.  
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Thank you to my Aldersgate Family for all your prayers, phone 
calls and cards.  You are truly a blessing. 
Arlene Timmer 

 
to about 7:15 or 7:30. Additionally, on the 5th Sundays of each month, we will 
have a church-wide activity, such as board/card games, crafts, movies, etc. 
 If you would like to participate in this ministry or have ideas you would 
like to share, please contact Janet Helfrich, Pastor Seth, or myself. We will be 
having a HUGE Family Ministry Kick-Off Event following worship on Sunday, 
September 11th. Please stay tuned for more details!     
   Blessings, Jill Graff 

mailto:butteumcyouth@gmail.com
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 As the "new guy on the block", our pastor, Seth, will be preaching at the 
Church in the Park on Labor Day weekend, September 4th. He will be concluding his 
sermon series of UM ... DID I HEAR THAT RIGHT? with a lesson called "We Have to 
Pay Full Price?" The lesson will be based on Luke 14:25-33 
 Our next three lessons in September will focus on HOPE. Hope is found in the 

words: dream, aim, want, expectation, goal, Jesus, 
salvation. HOPE is a concept. You cannot go out and 
buy hope; you have to believe in it. Our pastor will 
lead us in a 3-part series called HOPE and the back-
ground of our usage will come from the United Meth-
odist Hymnal, #707 The Hymn of Promise. If you 
know this hymn then you will recognize the title for 
each lesson. 

HOPE 
September 11th - "A Hidden Promise" based on Luke 15.1-10 
September 18th - "There's a Song in Every Silence" based on Jeremiah 8.18-9.1 
September 25th - "Jeremiah 32.1-15" based on Jeremiah 32.1-15 
 In October, Seth will lead us in a 4-part series on the Book of Ruth. 

 Despite my strong aversion to change, the world keeps changing, especial-
ly for families with young children in the (post?) pandemic world. So, how do 
we, as the Aldersgate community, reach and be God's love to young families that 
are being pulled in so many different directions? That is exactly what the Family 
Life Ministry team that began a couple years ago is working on answering. 
Though I personally LOVE traditional Sunday morning worship and Children's 
Sunday School, this model may not be what most of today's families can connect 
with. Therefore, with the Family Life Ministry team, I am stepping outside of my 
comfort zone, and am asking you to do the same, as we travel this journey to-
gether.  
 Several of us met on August 23rd and devised the following plan that we 
hope will reach and benefit families with children still in the home. Starting Sun-
day, September 11th, we will be offering "Children's Church" following the 
Lambs of God moment during worship. Children up to grade 5 can proceed 
downstairs to the nursery area where we will offer a simple Sunday School les-
son.  
 Based on the success of VBS, we will be offering a new program on the 
evenings of the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month. At 5:30, families will gather 
to share a simple meal followed by a fun and exciting "Sunday School" program 
from 6:00-7:00. All age groups will then come together to play games from 7:00  
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No one is exempt, no one gets a trouble-free ride to heaven, and If you 
don’t need this message today, put it in your pocket because you will def-
initely need it tomorrow!  Second, I have found that my particular trial 
doesn’t matter as much as how I respond to it.  Often, we focus intently 
on the details of our problem as if the difficulty itself were the most im-
portant thing in the world.  I have decided that God is much more con-
cerned with how you respond to the trial than with the problem itself. 
Why? Because you can’t control what happens to you. But you can con-
trol how you respond—in faith or unbelief, in forgiveness or in anger, in 
hope or in despair.  James 1:2 reminds us to “Count it all joy” when you 
encounter trials, which isn’t possible if you focus on the trial itself.  But if 
you shift your focus to God, then you can find joy in even in the worst 
moments. 
I know many people reading this message are going through challenging 
times right now. I wish it were not so, but it is a fact. In the last few days, 
I’ve heard about prodigal children, aging parents, worries about the fu-
ture, divorce, cancer, an infant with a serious medical condition, suicide, 
drug overdose, children far from God, and Christians dealing with doubt 
and fear. 
As I thought about all this, I concluded that even if I had the power 
(which I don’t), I wouldn’t make the tough times disappear.  There are no 
shortcuts to spiritual maturity.  Were I to take away the pain, I might block 
God’s work in your life.  In my favorite Old Testament book Job it says 
“He knows the way that I take. When he has tried me, I will come forth as 
gold”  (Job 23:10).  
I have concluded that you can have an easy life, or you can have a deep 
faith, but you can’t have both. There is no gold without the fiery furnace.  
So fear not, because our tough times are de-
signed to bring us closer to our  God and Sav-
ior.  The Psalm (30) says that weeping may en-
dure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.  
Let us therefore endure our trials as students, 
not victims, knowing that in the end, in God’s 
time, everything will be settled for good. 
~Brad Belke 


